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As we prepare to enter into this season of Thanksgiving, I find myself beginning to reflect on some of the many things
that I am grateful for. Near the very top of my list is the fact that God has led me to serve two wonderful churches here
in Boynton Beach, working closely with a gifted associate pastor – Pastor Parker – as well as with all of our great lay
leaders and volunteers.
Much has happened in the life of both First and Faith since the time of writing of my last Beacon article.
At First, we are very excited to be welcoming a lovely Brazilian Portuguese congregation that will be making great use
of our sanctuary, fellowship hall, and classrooms during times when these areas have been – up until now – unoccupied.
The arrangement is purposefully intended to be mutually beneficial, as it will provide their congregation with a beautiful
space in which to worship, and it also assists us by helping fund a portion of our operating expenses via a space rental
agreement. As time progresses, we’ll also be exploring ideas on how we might be able to reach out together into the
greater community with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Most of our congregation at First has probably heard by now that Tom Bates has resigned from his position as music
director. I am thankful for all of Tom’s years of service to the church, and for his recognition of the need for the church
to better position ourselves for the long term. This was shared and discussed in some depth at our recent brainstorming
meeting, on October 16th.
On a more positive note, I am very thankful that Cindy Speer has agreed to a part-time position that will help First
continue to offer a strong traditional worship service, including our choir and handbells. Our leadership team will also
be exploring other possible options, such as bringing in guest musicians to play benefits geared toward helping to support
missions within our local community. More on that to come.

At Faith, our SPR team has been working in close conjunction with a search consultant on finding a well-qualified worship
leader who can also teach music lessons to our preschool children. There have been a fair number of applicants, but so far,
we have not been able to locate just the right person for this vital and very important role.
We knew going into this search that it typically takes at least several months (sometimes longer) to complete, as we are
looking for a very particular and unique skill set. We ask that our congregations be in prayer, that God will lead us to the
right person very soon.
In the interim, we have supplemented the gifted volunteers that we have in our worship service at Faith with the use of
technology; namely, lyric videos with a moving background and an accompanying sound track. This is less than ideal, but it
does help to fill the gap between our desire for contemporary worship music and the eventual rebuilding of our praise and
worship band (which will be one of the top priorities of our worship leader once she or he is on staff).
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Finally, both of our churches are entering into one of the most important processes that we
have for planning our ministry work together; namely, our annual stewardship campaign,
where we individually and prayerfully consider what God is putting on each of our hearts
in terms of helping to fund the work that we do as a church, in our congregation as well
as reaching out into our community.
As we continue to recover from the almost-unbelievable impact of the pandemic on all
churches, please pray that God will soften hearts and help people to respond in gratitude
and faith to all that God continues to do in each of our lives. It is our collective responsibility
to continue to rebuild our churches, make them stronger, and position them for ministry to
the people around us today, as well as the generations to come. Working together, and
relying on God’s guidance, help, and provision, we will do exactly that.
In Christ’s Love, Pastor John
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eight 11and half years have been more than I could

have ever imagined. I appreciate the many ways God has used
me and the talents of those around me. I will forever treasure
the time I have spent with you and pray God will continue to
bless and grow the ministries at First. Thank you for allowing
me to serve and be a part of such a wonderful congregation.

Notes From

Tom

Blessings, Tom
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NOVEMber 2022
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

Daylight Savings

6

Worship Service:
9:00 a.m. (First)
11:00 a.m. (Faith)
Adult Sunday
School
10 a.m. (Fell. Hall)

13

Stewardship Sun
Worship Service:
9:00 a.m. (First)
11:00 a.m. (Faith)
Adult Sunday
School
10 a.m. (Fell. Hall)

20

Worship Service:
9:00 a.m. (First)
11:00 a.m. (Faith)
Adult Sunday
School
10 a.m. (Fell. Hall)

27

1st Sun. of Advent
Worship Service:
9:00 a.m. (First)
11:00 a.m. (Faith)
Adult Sunday
School
10 a.m. (Fell. Hall)

10:30 p.m.:
Living Prayer
Group (Faith’s
Admin Bldg.)

7

8

6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal (First’s
Handbell Choir Rm)
10:30 p.m.:
Living Prayer
Group (Faith’s Admin Bldg.)
6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal (First’s
Handbell Choir Rm)
7:00 p.m.: LIFT
Mtg (Faith’s Café)

10:30 p.m.:
Living Prayer
Group (Faith’s
Admin Bldg.)

14

15

21

22

2

11:00 a.m.: Wed.
Bible Study (Parlor)
6:00 p.m. Chancel
Choir Rehearsal
(First’s Choir Rm)
6:00 p.m. Impact
Youth (Faith’s Café)
8 p.m. 18-2-Life
(Faith’s Café)

9

11:00 a.m.: Wed.
Bible Study (Parlor)
6:00 p.m. Chancel
Choir Rehearsal
(First’s Choir Rm)
6:00 p.m. Impact
Youth (Faith’s Café)
8 p.m. 18-2-Life
(Faith’s Café)

FRIDAY

3

4

10

6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal (First’s
Handbell Choir Rm)

11

12

Offices Closed

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

Offices Closed

29

5

Men’s Ministry Retreat
to the Rainbow River;
Returning November 6

11:00 a.m.: Wed.
Bible Study (Parlor)

28

SATURDAY

16

11:00 a.m.: Wed.
Bible Study (Parlor)
6:00 p.m. Chancel
Choir Rehearsal
(First’s Choir Rm)
6:00 p.m. Impact
Youth (Faith’s Café)
8 p.m. 18-2-Life
(Faith’s Café)

6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal (First’s
Handbell Choir Rm)

10:30 p.m.:
Living Prayer
Group (Faith’s
Admin Bldg.)

THURSDAY

30

11:00 a.m.: Wed.
Bible Study (Parlor)
6:00 p.m. Chancel
Choir Rehearsal
(First’s Choir Rm)
6:00 p.m. Impact
Youth (Faith’s Café)
8 p.m. 18-2-Life
(Faith’s Café)

On November 6,
at 2 a.m.
don’t forget to:
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Let us pray

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 1 John 5:14
Carolyn Litsinger

Theresa Marie Kopitzke

Trish Newlands

Carolyn Litsinger

Robert Harris

Kenneth Besso

Monica Skolnick

John Jones

Allen Murphy

Lori, Gryphon

Roady Sanozier

Joan Moss

Carol McCord

Paula Kile

Thomas Family

Darlene Semmelmeier

Betty Gene Stevens

Matthew Tomayo

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

6

Sandra Emmin

Corkie Corcoran
Jean Fernald

21

Cindy Speer

16

22

29

SATURDAY

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

Annie Arbeau

Carlos De Jesus
Jordan Loconsole
Nan Shoeib

28

FRIDAY

Denise Wade

15
Janelle Ibalarrosa

THURSDAY

9
Dylan Loconsole

Nicholas Brooks

Ann Morgan-Cronin

Timothy Keating
Justin Speer

8

14

Everett Tarter

2
Velta Kelly

7

13

27

Barb McDonald

1

Joan White

20

Wallace Family

WEDNESDAY

November...

Lindsay & Nate Lawellin
Bob Hall

Beryl Wendt

23

24

Roger McCord

Kevin Anderson

30
Al Kern
Carol Woodward

...Birthdays!
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NORTHWEST CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE

Traditional Funeral Services
Out of State Transfer
Cremations with Dignity
Pre-Need Funerals

S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDEN

“Family Owned & Operated since 1959”

561-732-8151

Michael W. Bowden
Timothy W. Hensley
L. Don Combs
599 NE 15th Avenue,
Boynton Beach, FL 33435

Over 50 Years in Business

Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning

EASY PAY TIRE STORE

619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-732-2696

Available for your business!
509 E. Boynton Beach Blvd.
(561) 732-3618
www.budschicken.com
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Gratitude
If you’ve ever kept a gratitude journal, you know they’re fairly easy to fill. Edward King, an English bishop known
for working with the poor, may not have had a fancy journal. But these words evoke such a list: “I will thank God
… for the glory of the thunder, for the mystery of music, the singing of birds and the laughter of children. … for
the awe of the sunset, the beauty of flowers, the smile of friendship and the look of love … for the leaves on the
trees in spring and autumn, for the witness of the leafless trees through the winter, teaching us that death is sleep
and not destruction, for the sweetness of flowers and the scent of hay. Truly, oh Lord, the earth is full of thy riches!”
King concludes: “And yet how much more I will thank and praise God for the strength of my body enabling me to
work, for the refreshment of sleep, for my daily bread, for the days of painless health, for the gift of my mind and
the gift of my conscience, for his loving guidance of my mind ever since it first began to think, and of my heart ever
since it first began to love.”

First United Methodist Church
101 North Seacrest Boulevard
Boynton Beach, FL 33435
Phone: 561-732-3435
www.fumcbb.com

ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the church office of your travel dates.

A Veteran’s Service
American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973) led a life of daring and risk, from racing cars as a teen to piloting
warplanes. Throughout his experiences, Rickenbacker grew in faith while discovering that “life had no meaning except in terms of helping others.”
In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, Rickenbacker described spending four agonizing months of 1941 in the
hospital after an accident. While recovering, he pondered life and death, concluding that he couldn’t give up because he still “had work to do, others to serve.”
Less than two years later, that ordeal came in handy. After crashing in the South Pacific, Rickenbacker and “seven
other starving men” were adrift on a raft for 21 days. Most were “so young they needed the strength and understanding of a man who had been down in the valley of the shadow, who had suffered and made sense out of his
suffering,” he said. “It was clear to me that God had a purpose in keeping me alive. … I had been saved to serve.”
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