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Dear FUMC friends, 

Thank you very much for staying so connected to our ministry during these unusual times.  We have been blessed 
beyond measure in the midst of all the unrest that is around us.  We are living out the message of that great 1887 
hymn “Trust and Obey” written by John Sammis.  This month of October we encourage you to take the words of 
this hymn to heart: 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 
What a glory He sheds on our way! 
While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 
And with all who will trust and obey. 

Refrain: 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 
But His smile quickly drives it away; 
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, 
Can abide while we trust and obey. 

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, 
But our toil He doth richly repay; 
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, 
But is blessed if we trust and obey. 

But we never can prove the delights of His love 
Until all on the altar we lay; 
For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows, 
Are for them who will trust and obey. 

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet, 
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way; 
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; 
Never fear, only trust and obey.   

        (Continued on page 3)  
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One of my all-time favorite hymns is “It Is 
Well with My Soul.” The story behind this 
hymn gives it even more importance. I hope 
you enjoying reading this as much as I did.  

It Is Well with My Soul 

Horatio Spafford (1828-1888) was quite 
successful—a senior partner in a Chicago 
law firm.  He was also a committed          
Christian layman who supported the           
ministry of Dwight L. Moody.  But he            
was faced with a series of tragedies that 
would have sunk a lesser man. 

He had invested heavily in Chicago real estate, and the Great Fire of Chicago in  
October 1871 wiped him out financially. 

Then, in 1873, he and his family were planning a visit to Europe.  He was delayed  
by business concerns, but sent his family ahead on the ocean liner Ville Du Havre.  
Mid-ocean, their ship was struck by an English ship, the Lochearn.  The Ville Du 
Havre quickly sank, resulting in the deaths of 226 people—among them Stafford’s 
four daughters. 

Spafford’s wife survived the wreck, and sent a telegram saying only “Saved alone.” 

Spafford boarded a ship to join his wife in England, where the rescue vessel had  
taken his wife.  He asked the captain of the ship to point out the location of the 
wreck that had taken the lives of his daughters.  When they came to that place, he 
stood on deck contemplating the terrible thing that had happened to his family.  But 
then, sustained by his faith that his daughters were not at the bottom of the ocean, 
but were rather in the bosom of the Heavenly Father, he retired to his cabin where 
he wrote: 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well (it is well), 

with my soul (with my soul), 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Blessings, Tom (First UMC’s Director of Worship ) 

 ALL           
SAINTS            

DAY 

If you      
would like         
to confirm            

or add           
a name                
to the                 

All Saints            
Day list,            

that honors 
all those who            
have passed 
away since 
last Nov. 1, 

please       
contact the 

church office 
at First UMC: 
561-732-3435.  
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Adult Sunday school at first umc 

One might think that Sunday school has been around since the start of Christianity, but 

in fact, it has only existed since around 1780 when an Anglican parish minister felt the 

need to provide young children with an education that would not only consist of reading, 

writing and arithmetic, but also biblical studies. Thankfully, the tradition of Sunday school 

being specifically for children has evolved to include all ages. 

First UMC hosts two such classes: “Joy class” and “Pairs & Spares,” which have been a 

part of the church for many years. For the time being, the two classes have merged and 

meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. Each class has their own distinct character, but 

due to the current situation causing the two classes to meet together, they have adopted a 

new format of what to expect, which includes following social distancing protocols and 

wearing a mask when present.  

The class is open to all men and women, and begins with favorite hymns that Ann Haw-

kins plays on the piano. At this time, no singing is allowed, so attendees can sit back and 

enjoy the beautiful music. Once that finishes, participants present prayer requests and 

praise reports, followed by a time of prayer.  

Currently studying 1 Peter, the class always studies directly from the Bible. “This is a great way for people to grow 

in knowledge of God’s Word” while becoming closer to others who attend the church. Especially during this     

unprecedented time, being able to meet in person is an excellent opportunity to experience fellowship with others. 

It “is such a blessing during this time of increased isolation,” states Janet Fetty who is serving as the group leader 

and contact person. If you have any questions, you may contact her at 561-379-6348 or via email at                    

FettyJ@bellsouth.net.   

“Grow in the 

grace and 

knowledge     

of our Lord      

and Savior,    

Jesus Christ.”  

- 2 Peter 3:18 

Be sure to join us for our weekly online worship service or one of our Sunday morning service watch parties (9 a.m. 
@ Faith UMC & 11 a.m. @ First UMC).  You are invited to gather with us (with proper social distancing & face 
masks in place).  Also, consider coming out for our mid-week Drive Through Prayer @ Faith UMC.  Thanks so 
much for continuing to generously give your tithes and offerings to support the ministry of FUMC!  Your             
wholehearted support helps us to continue to live out our mission of “Loving Christ, Loving our Community           
& Living with Compassion” and our vision of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation            
of the world.” 

We look forward to seeing you this month of October!  May the Lord keep you all safe and healthy! 
 

Love & Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace 
Pastor Parker & Ann 
Pastor Wayne & Valerie 
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Our annual Charge Conference will be Sunday, October 11 at 5:00 pm, at First 
UMC in the Fellowship Hall. All members and constituents of  both First and 
Faith UMC are encouraged to attend. It will be a time of  information, fellowship, 
and celebration, led by our Presiding Elder, Tim Willcox from First UMC, Ft. 
Pierce. 

Attendance is important because it is an indicator of  your involvement in the local 
church. Districts and annual conferences have resources to share with local 
churches, but, like all of  us, they are called to be good stewards of  those resources. 
Lay involvement is one of  the factors that is used to determine which congrega-
tions receive those resources. 

But what exactly is a Charge Conference? Like a lot of  United Methodist terms, it 
has more than one meaning. A charge is the basic unit of  the connectional church 
under the appointment of  a senior pastor. In most cases, only one congregation is included in each charge. But in 
other cases, such as ours, there are two or more congregations per senior pastor. 

The first meaning of  the term Charge Conference refers to the members of  the church councils or equivalent 
bodies of  each congregation of  a particular charge. In our case, we have an Administrative Council at Faith and a 
Leadership Council at First, and those comprise each church’s equivalent body. Charge Conferences also in-
clude any retired clergy or diagonal ministers of  the congregations. 

The second meaning of  Charge Conference refers to the annual meeting of  said Charge Conference, which will 
be held this year on October 11 at 5:00 p.m., as previously mentioned. (Please note that there is a choice to either 
attending in-person at First UMC in the Fellowship Hall, or via Zoom meeting with pre-registration through the 
church website.) Charge Conferences are always presided over by the District Superintendent, unless the D.S. has 
authorized an ordained elder to be the presider. 

According to The Discipline (the United Methodist rule book), “the primary responsibility of  the Charge Confer-
ence in the annual meeting shall be to review and evaluate the total mission and ministry of  the church, receive 
reports, and adopt objectives and goals recommended by the church council that are in keeping with the objec-
tives of  The United Methodist Church (par. 247.3).” This also includes assuring adherence to UM doctrinal stand-
ards and social principles. 

This meeting includes the election of  leaders of  the local congregation; examination and recommendation of  all 
clergy or church-related vocations candidates, lay ministers, lay servants and speakers; the setting of  the compen-
sation of  all clergy appointed to the charge; receiving a membership report from the senior pastor; and any other 
responsibilities designated by the General, jurisdictional, or annual conferences. 

Special called sessions of  the Charge Conference may also be held during the year to address specific needs of  
the charge. 

Taken from https://www.tumcd.org/2019/what-is-a-charge-conference/ 

“And now we thank 

you, our God, and 

praise your glorious 

name. “But who am I, 

and what is my     

people, that we 

should be able thus  

to offer willingly? For 

all things come from 

you, and of your own 

have we given you.” 

-1 Chronicles 29:13-14  
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The official insignia of The United Methodist Church 
has been the Cross and Flame since its founding in 
1968. Prior to that, the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, one of our predecessors, adopted an insignia 
with the church name encircling clasped hands in  
front of a Latin cross. The symbols and seals for          
other predecessor denominations were generally             
varied in form and use. 

In 1966, a commission on church union, representing The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren, 
was authorized to develop an official insignia.  Edward J. Mikula (art director) and Edwin H. Maynard (editorial  
director) were appointed to develop the design. 

Early on they established principles for the design: that it should be simple, bold, instantly recognizable, obviously 
Christian and uniquely Wesleyan. They determined that it should have official colors, but also be capable of             
reproduction in black and white. 

One of their designs, the one officially adopted, was the Cross and Flame. Following more than two dozen         
conceptualizations, a traditional symbol of the cross was linked with a single flame with dual tongues of fire. 

The resulting insignia is rich in meaning. It relates The United Methodist Church to God through Christ (cross) and 
the Holy Spirit (flame). The flame is a reminder of Pentecost when witnesses were unified by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and saw "tongues, as of fire" (Acts 2:3). 

The elements of the emblem also recall a transforming moment in the life of Methodism's founder, John Wesley, 
when he sensed God's presence and felt his heart "strangely warmed." The two tongues can also represent the two 
bodies that united in 1968 to form The United Methodist Church. 

The 1968 Uniting Conference adopted this design as the official insignia of the new denomination, and so it has 
been to this day. 

Excerpted from "The Cross and Flame: A Personal Memoir" by Edwin H. Maynard; produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of 
United Methodist Communications; https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-has-the-united-methodist-church-always-had-an-
official-symbol 

History of the UMC 

cross and flame symbol 
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“Light yourself on fire with passion  

and people will come from  

miles to watch you burn.” 
 

― John Wesley  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/a-mark-known-the-world-over
https://www.umc.org/en/content/a-mark-known-the-world-over
http://archives.gcah.org/bitstream/handle/10516/6099/MH-1996-July-Maynard.pdf
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 CHARGE CONFERENCE 

Sunday, October 11 at 5:00 p.m.  

In-Person at First UMC (Fellowship Hall) or  

via Zoom (must register online – see church website) 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Watch Parties 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Adult 
Sunday School 
(1st’s Parlor) 
12:00 p.m.: Coffee 
Hour (online) 

 

 

BEGINS! 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin 
Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 

6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin 
Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

  

 

 

 
 
 
6:30 p.m.:  
Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal  
(Bell Room) 

 october 2020 

 
 
 
6:30 p.m.: 
Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal  
(Bell Room) 

 

6:30 p.m.:  
Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal  
(Bell Room) 
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561-732-8151 

October is the month churches across the world 
celebrate, honor and show appreciation for the 
hard work and commitment of their Pastors. First 
and Faith follow suit and truly wish to extend our 
gratitude to the care and leadership that Pastors 
Matt, Parker and Wayne exhibit to everyone! With 
that in mind, collection baskets will be in place in 
the Narthex at First UMC and at the registration 
table at Faith UMC, beginning October 4 to collect 
any tokens of appreciation which will then be          
distributed as directed.   

Some ideas for showing your appreciation are        
giving a hand-written note or card, maybe with a 

monetary gift hidden inside, or a gift card. Another idea is to surprise our pastors with a gift certificate 
to a restaurant or store. Any checks should be made payable to each specific pastor. Whatever you       
decide will be so very welcome and appreciated! 
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Michael W. Bowden 
Timothy W. Hensley 

L. Don Combs 
1622 NE 4th St, Boynton 

Beach, FL 33435  

Traditional Funeral Services 
Out of State Transfer 
Cremations with Dignity 
Pre-Need Funerals 

NORTHWEST CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE 

Over 50 Years in Business 
 

 

 
Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning  

EASY PAY TIRE STORE 
619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

561-732-2696 

N S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDE 
“Family Owned & Operated since 1959” 
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First and Faith UMC are requesting donations to help “Fill the Table,” an initiative with the Florida Conference and 
CROS Ministries. We are encouraging everyone to reach out to neighbors as we seek to collect non-perishable items 
that will be delivered to the CROS food pantry warehouse. Donations can be dropped off in the Narthex or FLC. 

• Breakfast food: oatmeal and cereals 
• Powdered milk 
• Canned meat: tuna, chicken, Spam, ham 
• Canned vegetables 
• Canned fruit 
• Cans or packages of soup 
• Boxes of macaroni and cheese 

Fill the table 
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:  

ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the 

church office of your travel dates. 

 

First United Methodist Church 

101 North Seacrest Boulevard 

Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

Phone: 561-732-3435 

www.fumcbb.com 

• Spaghetti and tomato sauce 
• Peanut butter 
• Rice 
• Dried or canned beans 
• Saltine crackers 
• Baby food 
• Diapers 

For more information, contact the church office or visit www.fillthetableflorida.org. 


