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Prayer for the election
Dear FUMC friends,
What a joy it is to serve together here in Boynton Beach! As we prepare for the upcoming election on November 3 please be sure to
pray for our country and all those that are running for office. Our Florida Annual Conference Bishop Ken Carter published a special
election prayer back in 2008 that we would like to share with you as we unite in prayer: A Prayer for the United States Presidential
Election
Creator of us all: you are the source of every blessing, the judge of every nation and the hope of earth and heaven:
We pray to you on the eve of this important and historic election. We call to mind the best that is within us: That we live under God, that we are indivisible,
that liberty and justice extend to all.
We acknowledge the sin that runs through our history as a nation: The displacement of native peoples, racial injustice, economic inequity, regional separation.
And we profess a deep and abiding gratitude for the goodness of ordinary people who have made sacrifices, who have sought opportunities, who have journeyed
to this land as immigrants and strengthened its promise in successive generations, who have found freedom on these shores, and defended this freedom at
tremendous cost.

Inside this issue:
2: Notes from Tom

Be with us in the days that are near. Remind us that your ways are not our ways, that your power and might transcend
the plans of every nation, that you are not mocked.
Let those who follow your Son Jesus Christ be a peaceable people in the midst of division.
Send your Spirit of peace, justice and freedom upon us, break down the walls of political partisanship, and make us one.

3-5: Stewardship
6: Bears & Blankets,
and Buy 4 Bless 2
7: Thanksgiving Across
the World
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Give us wisdom to walk in your ways, courage to speak in your name, and humility to trust in your providence. Amen.
Copyright 2008 by Kenneth H. Carter, Jr., Pastor of Providence United Methodist Church, Charlotte,
North Carolina. Published by the Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church.

You are invited to join us for our weekly online worship service or one of our Sunday morning live
services (9 a.m. @ Faith UMC & 11 a.m. @ First UMC). You are encouraged to gather with us (with
proper social distancing & face masks in place). Also, consider coming out for our mid-week Drive
Through Prayer @ Faith UMC. Thanks so much for continuing to generously give your tithes and
offerings to support the ministry of FUMC! Your wholehearted support helps us to continue to live
out our mission of “Loving Christ, Loving our Community & Living with Compassion ” and
our vision of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Love & Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace
Pastor Parker & Ann
Pastor Wayne & Valerie
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KINDNESS
COUNTS
•

•

Make blankets
or scarves for
homeless people
Send a care
package
to someone
who’s in college
or the military

•

Collect coins for
a charity or
cause

•

Send a note
of appreciation
to someone
who’s made a
difference
in your life

•

Give someone
the benefit of
the doubt —
maybe even a
family member
or yourself!
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Last Fall the Hawkin’s family replaced a set
of hand chimes we had used for over 20
years. That one small gift made a huge
difference in the quality of our
performance. However, we were still
missing the low hand chimes for the choir.
Thanks to David and Ann Marie Pleasanton
we now have a complete set of hand
chimes. They generously donated the bass
set of chimes making our hand chime choir
complete. Our choir is enjoying a full set of
chimes with all the notes being played.

Notes From

Tom

David and Ann are donating the hand chimes in memory of Ann Marie’s Dad,
Thomas Alfes, who enjoyed hearing the handbell choir play. The handbell choir
would like to express their deepest appreciation to David and Ann Marie for their
generous gift. We look forward to play now without any notes missing.
Blessings, Tom (First UMC’s Director of Worship )

FUMC of Boynton Beach
First UMC 561-732-3435 | Faith UMC 561-738-1902
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Stewardship
WE GIVE

To belong to our congregation is to be a steward. Some may say that “stewardship”
is just a polite way of referring to financial giving to the church. But it’s far more
than that.
One character in some of Jesus’ parables is the steward — the servant charged by the
master to care for the master’s property. It is the master, not the steward, who owns
the property, but the steward is responsible for it and is accountable to the master.
So it is, said Jesus, between God and us. As God’s stewards we have three responsibilities:

•

Receiving: We receive with joyful thanksgiving the many gifts that God showers
upon us — time, talent, treasure, our bodies, our friendships, natural resources,
and the beauty around us.

•

Managing: We take good care of what we have received. We manage these resources wisely — for our own good and the good of others.

•

Giving: Out of our gratitude in receiving so abundantly, we want to share with
others. Let’s look at four kinds of gifts that we receive, manage, and share:

OUR TIME

We did nothing to earn the hours, the days, the weeks of our lives. Time is a gift of
God. How we choose to use it is a matter of stewardship. Some people lead lives of
frenetic activity, always over-extending themselves to the point of exhaustion, while
others sit around in apathetic boredom. Some spend all their hours serving the needs
of others at the expense of their own, while others live only for themselves.

"Celebrating the offering
is a spiritual act of
worship every believer
can actively participate
in each week. Giving
becomes a celebration
when the believer
discovers the joy of
generosity, which grows
out of God's grace."
— Melvin Amerson,
Celebrating the Offering

As Christian stewards we try to manage time wisely and in a balanced way. And we give our time gladly to family and friends,
to strangers, to the community, the church, and to ourselves.

OUR ABILITIES
Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the three servants who received different amounts of money to manage while the master
was away? We’ve each received from God distinctive gifts and talents. How we develop and use these talents is a matter of
stewardship. Like two of the servants in Jesus’ story, we can invest them wisely — or like the third, out of fear we can hide
them (Matthew 25:14-30).
As stewards, we acknowledge the gifts we have without apology. We develop them further, practicing new skills and putting
our talents to work in ministry.

OUR RESOURCES

We may think that our financial resources are our own. But when we recall that the time, the energy, the good health, and the
opportunities for employment behind these dollars are all gifts from God, we see that the funds belong to God too. We are
the stewards; God is the owner. So questions about what we earn, how we earn it, how we save, spend, and give it away, are
all questions of Christian stewardship.
One vital aspect of our stewardship is our giving to Christ’s work in the world. We’ve learned that giving is most effective
when we commit ourselves to give a definite proportion of our income through the church. For many, this proportion is one
-tenth, or a tithe. Whatever the amount, we have discovered the joy in giving to God the “first fruits,” an amount “off the
top” of our income, not what’s left over at the end of the month.
— Excerpt from The United Methodist Member’s Handbook Revised and Expanded, pgs. 20-21, George E. Koehler © 2006,
Discipleship Resources.

FUMC of Boynton Beach
First UMC 561-732-3435 | Faith UMC 561-738-1902
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$_____________

Music Department

-Proverbs 3:9-10

Call the church office for assistance 561-732-3435.

1. Visit the church website at www.FirstUMCBB.com
2. Click on the GIVE tab
3. Select “Click to Give Electronically”
4. Submit your payment information

As you prayerfully consider your giving for 2021, please also consider Online Giving, which is a convenient, consistent way to help your church grow.
With Online Giving, you no longer need to write out checks or prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent
you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis. Contributions can be processed using
your credit or debit card from anywhere you have access to the internet. Simply follow these steps:

Visit our website at fumcbb.org for online giving information.

$_____________

UMC Missions

______ check here if you would like more information about legacy/
estate giving or additional ways to give.

$_____________

$_____________

Building Fund

Sanctuary Air Conditioner

I/We pledge additional giving to the following funds:

My Additional Giving

Signed_________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________

E-mail__________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ Zip__________

Street__________________________________________________

Name (print)______________________________________________

“Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the first of all your crops. Then
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will burst with wine.”

2021 Tithe and Offering Pledge
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First United Methodist Church

2021 Tithe and Offering Pledge

101 N. Seacrest Blvd.

Stewardship Sunday Pledge
Please fill out the pledge card below and return to:
Card
First United Methodist Church
The Beacon

Weekly Income

200

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1200

1400

1600

1800

2000

2500

3000

Yearly
Income

10,400

20,800

26,000

31,200

36,400

41,600

46,800

52,000

62,400

72,800

83,200

93,600

104,000

130,000

156,000

450

375

300

270

240

210

180

150

135

120

105

90

75

60

360

300

240

216

192

168

144

120

108

96

84

72

60

48

24

12%

300

250

200

180

160

140

120

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

20

10%

240

200

160

144

128

112

96

80

72

64

56

48

40

32

16

8%

5%

210

175

140

126

112

98

84

70

63

56

49

42

35

28

14

150

125

100

90

80

70

60

50

45

40

35

30

25

20

10

Weekly Giving Amount in Dollars

7%

90

75

60

54

48

42

36

30

27

24

21

18

15

12

6

3%

30

25

20

18

16

14

12

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

2

1%
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15%
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Bears and blankets ministry
Do you know someone that could use a reminder of God's love for them?
Would you like to share our Church's hand and feet servant hearts? Pick up
a Prayer Bear, Blanket, Shawl, or Prayer Pet from Faith UMC's Family Life
Center on Sundays, or either church office, and deliver it to your family
member/friend/neighbor that may be struggling with illness, loss, isolation,
etc. Let us show that God and the church body have not abandoned them
and that we are praying for their situation.

Here's a peek at what is printed on a laminated card attached to every Prayer
bear and blanket:
This prayer bear has sat among the congregation of Faith United
Methodist Church during worship services. It has heard God's
Word of Grace and Mercy and Prayers for Healing & Comfort. It
has been loved and soaked in God's love. Now it comes to you to
share these blessings. This Bear may be used by you when in need

These ministries are
available to congregants
of both First UMC as well
as Faith UMC, but while
the Bears and Blankets
can be picked up from the
either church office during
the week, the Buy 4 Bless
2 meals must be picked up
from Faith UMC during
the designated pick up
time only. If you have any
questions, call the office.
Faith UMC: 561-738-1902
First UMC: 561-732-3435

of a sign of God's love and comfort.

Buy 4 bless 2 ministry
Do you know someone who has been socially isolated and/or unable to leave their home regularly due to Covid19 restrictions, illness, loss, or other extenuating circumstances? Here's how you can extend your hand to a single
person, couple, or family that may not know that the love of God for them, as well as the love from our Church
body, is alive and well!

How does this work?

For every donation of $15 you take home a meal for 2.

PLUS

2 of the same meal will be delivered to one or two community
persons who do not have the means to leave their home regularly.
The following are the dates that are available for meal pick up at Faith UMC from 10am-10:45am:
Sundays 11/1, 11/15, 11/29, 12/6, & 12/20/2020
Order your meals by the Wednesday before the weekend(s) you desire at GoFaithUnited.org. Click on the "Give"
tab on the top of the page, and then scroll down to "Food Ministry" where you can order your quantity to take home
and to give away. For example: If you want 4 meals for yourself to take home that week, donate $30, and 4 more
meals will be given away that week as well. If you have someone in mind, please let us know the name(s) and
phone numbers of those that you want to have on our delivery list. At this time we are delivering to the Boynton
Beach/Delray Beach area.
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Thanksgiving
in UMC Churches
throughout the world

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his
courts with praise; give thanks to him and
praise his name. For the Lord is good and

Throughout the world, faithful communities of Christians
his love endures forever; his faithfulness
gather to give thanks to God and to share with others. For
continues through all generations.”
United Methodists the world over, Psalm 100:4 sets the
stage for thanksgiving. The Message says it well, "Enter
-Psalm 100:4-5
with the password: 'Thank you!' Make yourselves at home,
talking praise. Thank him. Worship him." Gathering as
Christians, celebrating God's bounty and sharing with God's children are important whether celebrating Thanksgiving in Macedonia during October, the Philippines throughout the year, Liberia in November, Zimbabwe during July or the United States
on the fourth Thursday of November. The difference is that while many festive gatherings in the United States begin with
prayers of gratitude or acknowledgment of blessings, thanksgiving celebrations in other parts of the world are more worship
and church-centered and (with?) fasting rather than feasting may be central. In all the settings, giving in (with?) gratitude to
benefit those facing hardships is part of the practice.
Liberia: Gathering at local churches for prayer is what matters on Thanksgiving Day. While the country has an official "Fast
and Prayer Day" in April, the same disciplines are frequently practiced on the official Thanksgiving Day in November. By
midyear, planners in the various churches are recruiting members to bring food to the church for the celebration, often called
Thanksgiving Harvest. For most people, the day is one of gathering at the church for fasting, praying and selling food items.
Gathering at the family table for a Thanksgiving Day meal is rare.
Macedonia: All United Methodist congregations celebrate Thanksgiving on the same Sunday in October. On this special day,
they express gratitude to God for all the fruits and vegetables in the fields, which provide food. Holy Communion follows the
sermon, and the pastor invites those present from other churches to participate as well. After the service, everyone gathers for
fellowship with coffee, tea and cookies.
The Philippines: While no regular day or month is set aside for one thanksgiving celebration, various festivals in January, May,
August and September focus on good fishing, coconut harvests and plentiful crops. On a Thanksgiving Sunday, the liturgical
worship incorporates creative litanies, music and dance expressing gratitude for the harvest. Families share food during a fellowship lunch. Congregants bring produce to sell and buy; proceeds benefit the church budget. Filipino United Methodists
also celebrate thanksgiving for birthdays, job promotions, graduations and other milestones.

Zimbabwe: Harvest celebrations are held the last Sunday of July. Churches are decorated with fresh farm produce to mark the
harvest day. In rural areas, members take their best produce – the first fruits. During worship, people sit in sections of about
10 households each, based on their geographic area. Each member receives an envelope in which to put a thanksgiving offering. Members of the section combine their harvest thanksgiving collection and are called to present it as one. As soon as a
section is called, a song of celebration is heard from the back. Members of that section move forward — singing, whistling,
ululating, clapping and dancing. After the service worshippers gather for a large communal lunch.
— E. Julu Swen, Urs Schweizer, Gladys Mangiduyos and Priscilla Muzerengwa contributed to this report.
Adapted from umcgiving.org

FUMC of Boynton Beach
First UMC 561-732-3435 | Faith UMC 561-738-1902
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November 2020
SUNDAY
Live Services
1
9:00 a.m.:
(Faith’s FLC)
11:00 a.m.:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(1st’s Parlor)
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
Hour (online)

8
Live Services
9:00 a.m.:
(Faith’s FLC)
11:00 a.m.:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(1st’s Parlor)
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
Live Services 15
9:00 a.m.:
(Faith’s FLC)
11:00 a.m.:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(1st’s Parlor)
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
Hour (online)
Live Services 22
9:00 a.m.:
(Faith’s FLC)
11:00 a.m.:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(1st’s Parlor)
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
Hour (online)
Live Services
29
9:00 a.m.:
(Faith’s FLC)
11:00 a.m.:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(1st’s Parlor)
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
Hour (online)
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

2
6:30 p.m.:
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
(Fell. Hall)

3

Election Day

9

10 am-12 pm:
Ladies’ Bible
Study (Parlor)

WEDNESDAY

10

6:30 p.m.:
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
(Fell. Hall)

16

17

23

24

10 am-12 pm:
Ladies’ Bible
Study (Parlor)
6:30 p.m.:
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
(Fell. Hall)

10 am-12 pm:
Ladies’ Bible
Study (Parlor)

6:30 p.m.:
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
(Fell. Hall)

30

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

7

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

11

12

13

8:30 a.m.:
14
Men’s
Breakfast
(Faith’s FLC)

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin
Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

6:30 p.m.:
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
(Fell. Hall)

10 am-12 pm:
Ladies’ Bible
Study (Parlor)

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin
Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

THURSDAY

9 am-12 pm:
District
Leadership
Training
(Zoom)

Office Closed

November 1 is our Stewardship Sunday launch;
please prayerfully consider how you can serve
as a steward to the church with not only
financially, but also with your time & talents.
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CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE

S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDEN

“Family Owned & Operated since 1959”
Traditional Funeral Services
Out of State Transfer
Cremations with Dignity
Pre-Need Funerals

561-732-8151

Michael W. Bowden
Timothy W. Hensley
L. Don Combs
1622 NE 4th St, Boynton
Beach, FL 33435

Over 50 Years in Business

Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning

EASY PAY TIRE STORE

619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-732-2696

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Here

A Thanksgiving Surprise
Some people open their holiday meals to strangers, and
one host even did so inadvertently. In 2016, Wanda
Dench texted 17-year-old Jamal Hinton about Thanksgiving dinner, thinking she was contacting her grandson.
When a skeptical Hinton requested a photo and received
a selfie of someone with a different skin color, he chuckled — but then asked if he could still come eat! Thus began a new friendship and a new annual tradition, which
Hinton documents online. “Family is more than blood,”
says Dench. “It’s the people you want to be with.”
This year’s meal will be bittersweet, with an empty chair for Dench’s husband, who died of
Covid-19 in April. To show support after that loss, Hinton sent his “grandma” a collection of
loving video messages. Strangers worldwide expressed condolences to a woman who’d fully
embraced a stranger.
FUMC of Boynton Beach
First UMC 561-732-3435 | Faith UMC 561-738-1902
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the
church office of your travel dates.

First United Methodist Church
101 North Seacrest Boulevard
Boynton Beach, FL 33435
Phone: 561-732-3435
www.fumcbb.com

Growing through gratitude
Thankfulness, studies show, has multiple physical, mental and emotional
benefits. Psychologist Robert Emmons calls gratitude “fertilizer for the
mind” because of its powerful effects.
He admits gratitude isn’t always easy — especially when life throws us
curveballs (see the year 2020) — but says it can be most helpful during and
after difficulties. Emmons suggests reframing challenges using thankfulnessbased language. Ask, for example: Though I wasn’t grateful for the experience
at the time, how can I be now? What lessons did I learn, and how did I grow
as a person?
Throughout his letters, the apostle Paul reframes his extensive sufferings and
urges us to do the same. “Give thanks in all circumstances,” he writes, “for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV).
FUMC of Boynton Beach
First UMC 561-732-3435 | Faith UMC 561-738-1902

