
The Beacon 
Vol. 25, Issue 11 

THE BEACON  
march 2021     |     Vol. 26, Issue 3 

Dear First & Faith United Methodist Church friends, 

We hope that you are experiencing great spiritual blessings during this Lenten Season.  On the 20th day of this month 
of March we officially begin the season of Spring.  Here in sunny south Florida the change of seasons is not as      
noticeable.  In my home state of Ohio, it is much easier to see the changes of the seasons.  The temperature gauge 
gives us clear indication that our season is changing.  In Montana where my parents live, they eagerly await warmer 
weather in hope of starting a small backyard garden.   

In a spiritual sense we all go through different seasons and can often recognize the changes that are happening in our 
lives.  Our hope and prayer for you is that you would experience new spiritual growth as the seeds of faith begin to 
take root.  May this month be a time for new fruit and surprising blessings from God.  We also look forward to          
seeing our world healed of the Coronavirus Pandemic.  Let’s all commit to calling out to God for his help in these 

challenging and uncertain times.  May the opening words of the great hymn “Joyful,       
Joyful, We Adore Thee” remind us all of the wonderful things God can do in our lives  
as we yield to Him: 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts unfold like flowers 
before thee, opening to the sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive 
the dark of doubt away. Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

We encourage you to use your spiritual gifts and talents in ministry service here at First  
& Faith United Methodist Churches.  Remember that the Lord has given us a profound 
mission of “Loving Christ, Loving our Community and Living with 
Compassion” and a great vision of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World.”  We look forward to teaming up with 
you in service to our community and God during this change of seasons. 

What a joy to serve the Lord with you here in Boynton Beach & beyond! 

Love & Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace 
Pastor Parker & Ann 
Pastor Wayne & Valerie  

The change of seasons from winter to spring 
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The Lenten season is an incredibly special 

time in the Methodist church and as we 

just celebrated Ash Wednesday I can only 

think of Psalm 51 to mark this special oc-

casion. This scripture helps me during this 

time of reflection and repentance.  

“Create in me a clean heart, oh God,” is 

one of my favorite anthems and is always 

a moving selection to perform. This hymn 

truly reflects the nature of the season and 

brings to mind repentance, mercy and the life and death of Christ.  

Lent is a time to reflect on spirituality and focus on God’s mercy and the         

emphasis in this Lenten season is Jesus returning toward Jerusalem and Calvary, 

so it is about the Suffering Servant. During this time we wait for the important 

events of Holy Week.  

I hope this anthem text of “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” will offer you 

some positive reflection during this Lenten season.  

Create in Me a Clean Heart 

Create in me a clean heart, O God 
And renew a right spirit within me 
Create in me a clean heart, O God 
And renew a right spirit within me 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, O Lord 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me 

Restore unto me, the joy of Thy salvation 
And renew a right spirit within me. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God 
And renew a right spirit within me 
Create in me a clean heart, O God 
And renew a right spirit within me 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, O Lord 
Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me 

Restore unto me, the joy of Thy salvation 
And renew a right spirit within me. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 

Blessings, Tom     
(First UMC’s Director of Worship) 

 
Following             

God’s Lead 
 

Jazz musician Thomas 
Dorsey traveled an         

unlikely road to become 
the “father of black           

gospel music.” At age 
11, he dropped out of 

school to be a vaudeville 
performer and blues   
pianist. While Dorsey 

recovered from a         
nervous breakdown at 

age 21, his mother urged 
him to serve the Lord 

with his talents. It took 
several years, but the 

musician committed to 
composing spiritual 
songs — rejected by 
many mainstream 

churches as                 
“the devil’s music.” 

 
In 1932, after Dorsey’s 

wife and infant son died 
during childbirth, he 
channeled his grief             

into the piano, writing 
“Precious Lord, Take My 

Hand.” Known to be a 
favorite song of Martin 
Luther King Jr., it ends 

with these lyrics: 
“Through the storm, 

through the night, lead 
me on to the light. Take 
my hand, precious Lord, 

lead me home.”  
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A church, as defined by Merriam-Webster, is an organized body of religious     
believers, which is true, but it is so much more! Churches across the world       
assist believers in building a relationship with Jesus, but also with others who    
attend. It is well-known that Jesus encourages fellowship and serving others,     
and here at FUMC, our congregants are also encouraged to join together to build    
relationships with those around them, as well as to step up and serve in an area in 
which they feel led.  

Colossians 3:23-24 states: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you receive        
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” 
This Bible verse speaks to many, including one of the members at First UMC  
who has been serving the Lord as a church volunteer for over 20 years.  

Currently, this member graciously delivers the beautiful flowers that grace the altar 
at First UMC to shut-ins or those who are ill. Originally, Grace Bergener reached out to ask for help with            
delivering the flowers because she was aware this member knew many of the people in need of flowers, as well as          
the area. She was the perfect fit and upon being asked, said yes to serving. She also was approached by a different 
member, Jim Geekie, to assist as a counter, someone who counts the weekly offering with other members on the 

team. Once again, this person accepted the invitation and even 
now, continues to serve on this very important team. Some 
weeks are spent serving in these two positions for an average        
of two to three hours, while other weeks it might be an hour         
or less.  

Churches the world over are dependent on those who decide   
to serve, and as previously stated, FUMC is no different. We      
extend a gracious thank you to all who have taken this call that 
God has placed on them. Additionally, we wish for everyone to 
know that there is always a place you can serve, and become the 
hands and feet of Jesus. You might be wondering what area or 
areas of ministry you are best suited for, and we can help with 
that! We have a Spiritual Gifts Survey (a LifeWay Christian    
Resource) uploaded to our website for you to download, print 
and complete. We will also have hard copies available in the 
church offices if you would like to pick one up. All you have    
to do is respond to the 80 statements that comprise the survey, 
using a scale of one to five, depending on how closely you     
associate with the statement. At the end, there is a Scoring Your 
Survey chart where you add up the answers and a graph to fill in 
that will give you a visual representation of gifts, and what area 
of ministry would suit your personality.  

Once you have finished the survey, you might wish to meet with 
a ministry leader or one of the pastors. We encourage you to 
reach out to the church secretary for help with getting started.  

A spiritual gift is an        

expression of the Holy 

Spirit in the life of             

believers which empowers 

them to serve the body          

of Christ, the church. 

 
Servanthood in action   
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Join us  in  

Celebration 

of the rising 

of our lord! 

Sunday,  

April 4, 2021 

9 a.m. at Faith 

11 a.m. at First 
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Teaching children about holy week: 

Telling the whole story (A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino) 

The story of Holy Week is not exactly family-friendly, but that doesn't 
mean we can skip the part about Jesus' journey to the cross when sharing 
our faith with our children. Adults should be mindful of how they tell 
children the difficult and sad story of Jesus' death, but children are      
capable of processing it when shared appropriately. 

Lent 
Melanie Gordon, former Director of Ministry with Children with Discipleship Ministries of The United              
Methodist Church, offers "One way to engage children in looking at the cycle of life during Lent is through a 
camera lens by seeking out images that help us turn to God." Picture Lent, a ministry of the Life Enrichment 
Center of the Florida Annual Conference, invites participants to post pictures to social media that relate to daily 
devotions on their blog. "This is an excellent way to use media as a positive tool," Gordon says. 

Palm Sunday 
Holy Week begins with a celebration. On Palm Sunday, Jesus' followers cheer him as he enters Jerusalem, laying 
their cloaks on the ground for Jesus' animal to walk on. After telling children about Palm Sunday, we can help 
them select coats and clothes they no longer need to donate, which teaches them how giving to others is a way        
of giving to Jesus (see Matthew 25:31-40). 

Maundy (Holy) Thursday 
During Holy Week, Mark Burrows, Director of Children's Ministries at First United Methodist Church in Fort 
Worth, Texas does a foot washing on Maundy Thursday, the night Jesus washed his disciples' feet (John 13).        
You can create a similar moment at bath time or while washing the dishes. As the water makes everything clean, 
Jesus makes us clean and new through the forgiveness of our sins. 

Good Friday 
Sharing the painful and sad story of Good Friday with your children can be challenging. "We talk about the day 
Jesus died, that he died on a cross, and that it hurt," Burrows explains. "But we don't focus on what people did         
to Jesus. Instead, we focus on what Jesus was doing for them—blessing the people, asking God to forgive, he 
even blesses another who is on the cross." 

Burrows reminds parents that "children can't un-see images or un-hear words." He continues, "I work very hard 
to be honest without being graphic." It is a good time to remind children that sometimes we feel sad, and that is 
OK. God is with us even in our sadness. We can set aside places in our homes for our families to write their  
prayers on scraps of colored paper each day during Holy Week. Then on Easter Sunday, the family can work        
together to make a colorful butterfly collage with the prayers. 

Easter Sunday 
After sharing the difficult story of Holy Week, your children will be ready to celebrate Easter with a new           
understanding. "I believe it's important … that [parents] also share the Resurrection story so that children are 
learning the whole story, that this is a story of God's amazing love for us," Schmucker concludes. "The events        
of Maundy Thursday and Holy Week may be hard to hear and tell, but they are important to our understanding 
Easter." 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/teaching-children-about-holy-week-telling-the-whole-story 
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“Many people spread their 

cloaks on the road,          

and others spread leafy 

branches that they            

had cut in the fields.” 

Mark 11:8 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-holy-week
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/children
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-palm-sunday-passion-sunday
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-good-friday
https://www.umc.org/en/content/jesus-wept-finding-gods-comfort-when-times-are-bad
https://www.umc.org/en/content/united-methodist-children-on-prayer
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3/5: World Day           
of Prayer 
3/14: Daylight-
Saving Time begins 
3/20: First day of 
spring 
3/28: Palm Sun. 
and beginning of  
Holy Week  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31  
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Live Services 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Adult 
Sunday School 
(Fell. Hall) 
12:00 p.m.: Coffee 
Hour (online) 

10 am-12 pm: 
Ladies’ Bible 
Study (Parlor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

8:30 a.m.:  
Men’s Breakfast 
(Faith’s FLC) 

6:30 p.m.:            
Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal  
(Fell. Hall) 
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Amid suffering, we might feel alone and wonder what good can come        
of it. But later we may discover ourselves equipped to serve precisely  
because of what we experienced. 

Writer and civil rights activist James Baldwin stated: “You think your 
pain and heartbreak are unprecedented … but then you read. [Books] 
taught me that the things that tormented me the most were the very 
things that connected me with all the people who were alive or who had 
ever been alive.” Whether through books or direct human interaction, we 
often learn that our suffering connects us to other people and that our 
pain gains meaning by moving us to support someone else who’s hurting. 

Paul writes of such connection: “Praise be to…the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves re-
ceive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4, NIV). May you share the comfort 
you have received from God with others in pain. As a bonus, along the 
way you’ll realize you’re not — and never have been — alone. 
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Michael W. Bowden 
Timothy W. Hensley 

L. Don Combs 
599 NE 15th Avenue, 

Boynton Beach, FL 33435  

Traditional Funeral Services 
Out of State Transfer 
Cremations with Dignity 
Pre-Need Funerals 

NORTHWEST CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE 

Over 50 Years in Business 
 

 

 
Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning  

EASY PAY TIRE STORE 
619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

561-732-2696 

N S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDE 
“Family Owned & Operated since 1959” 
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Decades ago, as English actress Gertrude Lawrence waited behind the curtain for a play to begin, the queen upstaged her by 
arriving at the royal box to much applause. “What an  entrance,” Lawrence remarked, to which her friend, playwright Noel 
Coward, replied, “What a part!” 

Jesus certainly made a grand entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, entering to adoring 
shouts of “Hosanna!” But worldly glory and fame weren’t his intent. Instead, our Lord knew 
that his Father had prepared a sacrificial role for him. Jesus handled the adulation with dignity 
and poise. The humble yet courageous Son of God knew that danger, despair and death   
awaited — but that he must endure it all to fulfill prophecy for humanity’s sake. 

The pageantry of Palm Sunday is a stark contrast to the role of Suffering Servant that Jesus 
faced a few short days later. Yet each event during Holy Week represents victory — for Jesus 
as well as for his beloved children. 

Palm Sunday is a glorious day, so let us wave palms and shout, “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” The Savior has come.  
What an entrance! What a part! 

A grand entrance 
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:  
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 

ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the 
church office of your travel dates. 

 

First United Methodist Church 

101 North Seacrest Boulevard 

Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

Phone: 561-732-3435 

www.fumcbb.com 


