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From Pastors Matt & Parker
Happy Father’s Day!

Dear First United Methodist Church friends,
We hope that you are all doing great in the midst of this unusual time
of social distancing as we all face the Coronavirus Pandemic. May this
month of June be a special time to honor and celebrate the dads that
are in our lives. Recently we just celebrated the 98th birthday of David
Talbott by having a car parade drive by his home. We honked our horns and smiled as we considered his 98
years of abundant & blessed life in Christ. Imagine all the changes that have taken place in our world over the
last 98 years.
May you each take a special moment to pray for the dads this month. Even though our celebrations may be
different this year (i.e., Zoom, Facebook live, conference calls) they are still very important. Let’s all make an
effort to make dads feel loved and appreciated!
Although many of our scheduled ministry activities have been postponed, we will continue to post a weekly
online worship service for all to enjoy and experience. In addition to this we have a weekly Sunday morning
online coffee hour @ 11 a.m. We also have mid-week Drive Through Prayer….come join us! We all look
forward to the time when we will be able to congregate once again. During this intentional time apart please
continue to faithfully give your tithes and offerings. Your wholehearted support helps us to continue to live
out our mission of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
We look forward to seeing you very soon! May the Lord keep you all safe and healthy!
Love & Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace
Pastor Parker & Ann
Pastor Wayne & Valerie
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Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine
It might seem unlikely that a blind writer of hymns living in a slum
and a wealthy woman living in a mansion would have anything in
common — but Fanny Crosby, the blind hymn writer, was a humble woman with a number of distinguished friends. Grover Cleveland, who later became President of the United States, met Fanny
Crosby as a young man, and they became lifelong friends.

The friend in the mansion was Phoebe Knapp, the daughter of a
Methodist evangelist. When she was just sixteen years old, Phoebe
married Joseph Fairchild Knapp, a young man who went on to found the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. The Knapps worshiped at the John Street Methodist Church in lower Manhattan,
which is where Fanny Crosby also worshiped — and so a friendship was born. Phoebe, the wealthy
matron, often invited Fanny, the blind hymn writer, to her palatial home.
Phoebe enjoyed music and had a music room furnished with a collection of musical instruments.
During one of Fanny’s visits, Phoebe invited her to the music room, where Phoebe sat down at the
keyboard and played a tune that she had written. “What does that say,” she asked? Fanny clapped her
hands in delight and said, “That says, ‘Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!'” And so a hymn was born.
During her lifetime, Fanny Crosby wrote eight thousand hymns, many of which became famous —
but “Blessed Assurance” just might be the most famous of all.
OTHER HYMNS BY FANNY CROSBY: All the Way My Savior Leads Me, Jesus Is Tenderly Calling You Home, I Am Thine, O Lord, Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior, Praise Him, Praise Him, Rescue
the Perishing, Tell Me the Story of Jesus and To God Be the Glory.
Blessings, Tom

June Birthdays
1

Carol Cooke

2

Linda Kistler

6

Ronald Jarboe

11 Barbara Parker

17 Pastor Matt White 24 Geneva Alpert
Carolyn Schoch
18 Ashton Weiss
25 Jamie Davis
20 Joyce Cabaniss
26 Tyler Coachman

To be added to our birthday list, please call the office.
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passed, and communion should be
served in a modified way.
Here are three areas of higher risk
that require conversation and coordination:

In-Person Worship
Optional after June 15
The Florida Conference Re-Launch Task
Force along with Bishop Carter and the
Cabinet met this week and decided to
allow churches to consider resuming inperson worship after June 15th on a limited basis according to the following
guidelines. Before proceeding, we ask
that you be sure to have read carefully
and completely our FLUMC guidelines,
the CDC guidelines, the article “Why
reopening church is different”, the
FAQ document, and the Governor’s
Plan for Florida’s Recovery.
Please continue to offer on-line worship. It is important that vital worship
opportunities are readily available for
people in your church who are not ready
to return to your campus. Recent surveys
suggest that more than 70% of your regular church attendees may choose to stay
home at this time. Many of our vital
churches have decided to wait and resume in-person worship until July or
August and we fully support these plans.
Our strong recommendation is that
churches consider lower risk in-person
worship opportunities like outside worship (with appropriate social distancing,
wearing masks and a consideration for
heat exposure) and drive-in worship
(with participants staying in their vehicles
- see guidelines here.)
Here are seven key things to keep in
mind:

1.

This guidance could change. If
the number of new cases or the
infection rates begin to increase, this
guidance will be revisited and further guidance will be given, including a new request for no in-person
worship during a spike in cases.

The decision will vary according to
your church context. Churches
should carefully follow the guidance
of your city and county officials and
investigate the rate of infection in
your area. Churches should consid-

er the state of preparedness of your
church, the size of your congregation, the number of vulnerable persons in your setting, the availability
of cleaning supplies, and more. The
decision to resume in-person worship should be made by a team of
leaders that includes the pastor.

1.

Persons in vulnerable populations (in the state of Florida this has
been defined as persons over the age
of 65 or those with underlying medical
conditions) are encouraged to stay
home. This guidance is consistent with
the guidance from the federal and state
government and the CDC.

2.

At all times people must maintain
at least six feet between family
groups. We believe in most indoor settings this could cap your capacity between 15% to 25% of what your space
typically holds. In order to do this safely,
you will need to have a registration system in place with spaces set aside for
visitors.

3.

Clearly communicate the guidelines in multiple ways to every person
who enters your space. It is helpful to
see this as a covenant between all participants. Guidelines should be in writing.
Have clear signage as people enter spaces. Announce the guidelines at the beginning of each gathering. Have a clear plan
in place for visitors and those who may
not want to follow the guidelines. Be able
to communicate why you are reopening
should the media be present, and take
pictures showing how you are following
the guidelines.

4.

Remember these simple reminders: Monitor your symptoms – Stay
Home if you are sick – Wash your hands
– Maintain social distance – Wear masks.
Have enough cleaning supplies to
thoroughly clean your facilities before, during, between and after gatherings. Items should be removed from
pews, offering plates should not be
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All persons should wear a mask or cloth
face covering. Not wearing a mask
puts everyone around you at a higher level of risk. We address masks
further in our FAQ.
Our conference task team believes congregational singing is a higher risk
activity. This is based on a high level
of agreement among scientists and
singing experts (view CDC research
on singing). We address singing
further in our FAQ.
Ministry to children and youth in this
time is a higher risk activity. Before
schools reopen, it may be that many
churches encourage families to worship together. Children and youth
ministry must follow the CDC
guidelines. This will require additional volunteers, volunteers wearing
masks, daily checking of temperatures, and more. Social distancing is
difficult for younger children to
understand. Any church planning to
do children or youth ministry should
send their specific plan of how they
intend to follow the CDC guidelines
to their District Superintendent. All
children and youth ministry must
also follow our Child and Youth
Protection Policy.
As a final reminder, outside groups who
use church facilities should follow
the same guidelines we have published. All outside groups must provide a certificate of insurance, which
includes the local church as an Additional Insured, and sign an agreement that states their willingness to
abide by these guidelines. Outside
choral groups are strictly prohibited
at this time.
The above and linked guidelines are the
minimum requirements for Florida
United Methodist Churches.
Churches may add to these guidelines but may not subtract from
these guidelines.
For the complete article along with active
links visit: https://www.flumc.org/covid19-virus-update
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2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

WEDNESDAY

2

THURSDAY

3

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

7

8

9

10

Worship Service:
ONLINE
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

14

Worship Service:
ONLINE

15

16

10:00 a.m.:
Ladies’ Bible Study
(Parlor)

17
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)

6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

21
TENTATIVE:
Worship Service:
10:00 a.m.
Adult Education:
8:45: Pairs & Spares
9:00: JOY Class

22

23

10:00 a.m.:
Ladies’ Bible Study
(Parlor)

11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)

6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

FATHER’S DAY

28

24

29

TENTATIVE:
10:00 a.m.:
Worship Service:
Ladies’ Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
(Parlor)
Adult Education:
8:45: Pairs & Spares
9:00: JOY Class

30
Please check the church website for updates.
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NORTHWEST CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE

S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDE N
“Family Owned & Operated since 1959”

Traditional Funeral Services
Out of State Transfer
Cremations with Dignity
Pre-Need Funerals

Michael W. Bowden
Timothy W. Hensley
L. Don Combs
1622 NE 4th St, Boynton
Beach, FL 33435

561-732-8151

Over 50 Years in Business

Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning

EASY PAY TIRE STORE

619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-732-2696

Your Ad Here!
MEETINGS THIS SUMMER
• TRUSTEES’ MEETING
TBD
• LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
TBD
“Where

no counsel is, the people fall: but in
the multitude of counsellors there is safety.”
-Proverbs 11:14

SMALL GROUP STUDIES:
• RUTH CIRCLE
Will meet again in November.
• WED. BIBLE STUDY
Resuming June 17 @ 11 a.m. in the Parlor
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Ruth Circle
Ruth Circle will resume in November. This vital
church ministry serves as the “hands of Jesus”
by helping the local needy with the Hygiene kits
the group creates. These kits are given to CROS
ministries that distributes.
Throughout the coming months, please consider
making donations of toiletry items, and if you have
any questions, contact Joan Alt for more
information. 561-732-7989.
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you
will fulfill the law of Christ.” - Galatians 6:2
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the
church office of your travel dates.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
101 North Seacrest Boulevard
Boynton Beach, FL 33435
Phone: 561-732-3435
Email: firstumcbb@bellsouth.net

www.fumcbb.com

The Act of Asking
In Everyday Spirituality, James Hazelwood explores 27 ordinary activities that are, he asserts,
more spiritual than we tend to think. One is asking questions. “We see God in all the questions
we ask, whether or not they are religious. The simple act of asking questions indicates that we
are meaning-seeking creatures.”
The pastor continues: “We inquire of the meaning of life, the purpose of work and relationships. We even ask it of our very own existence. The answers often come not in clear proclamations of certainty but in stories, tales and the myths of life. … Inquiry, wonder, and discovery are things that the human mind loves.” Then he offers this thought-provoking statement:
“When we ask questions, we are engaging in prayer.”
Do you agree? What other daily activities might be more intertwined with your faith than you
thought? While you ponder even these questions, do you sense the Holy Spirit moving you?

