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Dear First & Faith United Methodist Church friends, 

We wish you a Happy New Year filled with God’s abundant blessings!  May 2021 be a year of great spiritual growth 

and prosperity for you and your family.  We hope that this year will be filled with many new opportunities to serve 

and express the love of Christ to our community and world. 

2020 was a year of great challenges as we faced the Coronavirus Pandemic.  Many lives were lost and people          

experienced tremendous suffering and loss.  We spent a large portion of the year shifting to online worship and         

implemented new social distancing measures.  We all started to wear face masks and practiced more safety and        

hygiene measures in an attempt to stop the spread of this terrible worldwide heath problem.  Through it all, the Lord 

sustained us and kept us close to one another.  We have adjusted our ministries in order to connect with people in a 

variety of ways through social media. 

We are so glad that you are here serving with us!  A lot of you have probably been           

thinking about special dates and celebrations that will be taking place this year that we 

missed last year due to the pandemic.  Our hope is that you all cherish these special         

moments in time.  The Lord is with us in the midst of all our plans.  He truly is making 

all things new each day that we trust in Him. 

We encourage you to use your spiritual gifts and talents in ministry service here at First  

& Faith United Methodist Churches.  Remember that the Lord has given us a profound 

mission of “Loving Christ, Loving our Community and Living with Compassion” and a 

great vision of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”   

We look forward to teaming up with you in service to our community and God.   

What a joy to serve the Lord with you here in sunny South Florida! 

Love & Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace 

Pastor Parker & Ann 

Pastor Wayne & Valerie  

Happy new year! 2021 here we come! 
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I think we can all agree this has been 

a year we can never forget! It has 

brough a myriad of  emotions on so 

many levels in our individual lives. I 

have questioned more about life this 

past year than in all the years I have 

been alive. Yet, as 2020 ends I look 

back with a great sense of                

accomplishment and achievement. 

This past year has created situations where creativity has reigned and 

you were allowed to let your imagination run wild. It was a year to step 

outside of  the box as we began to create our online service for church 

services. I do not think anyone was quite sure of  how it would work out 

but as we moved along things just fell into place. As time passed the 

task became easier and the final product was exceptionally good. There 

were many pieces to this recorded service and I would like to thank  

Pastor Wayne, Pastor Parker, Pastor Matt, and Sally and Ralph Hayden 

for making it all work. Personally, I am proud of  the service we present 

each week and know many enjoy 

watching it. We continue to pray for  

a time when we can all be together 

again and sing! I really do not believe 

that will happen until the Fall but we 

can at least hope as each day we grow 

closer to the end of  this pandemic.  

I am pretty sure we will all do our 

best to make 2021 the best year ever 

and until then, be healthy and stay 

safe!  

 
Blessings, Tom     
(First UMC’s Director of  Worship) 

 

THE COMFORT OF OUR 
MIDDLE-C GOD 

 
During college, while  

living in a boarding house, 
author Lloyd Douglas  

befriended a retiree. The 
man, a homebound former 

music teacher, shared a 
morning ritual with    

Douglas, who would walk 
down to the retiree’s floor, 

open his door and ask, 
“What’s the good news?” 

 
Every day the man  

responded by tapping  
a tuning fork against his 
wheelchair and saying, 
“That’s middle C. It was 

middle C yesterday. It will 
be middle C tomorrow.  

It will be middle C a  
thousand years from now. 

The tenor upstairs sings 
flat, the piano across the 

hall is out of tune, but, my 
friend, that is middle C!” 

 
If middle C’s pitch value 
isn’t exactly 261.63 Hz, 
then your piano needs     

to be tuned. How         
comforting that              
dependability is   
for musicians —  

and their listeners. 
 

Like middle C, God is 
steadfast and reliable.  

In this fast-paced world, 
praise God for the good 
news he declares to us:  

“I the LORD do not 
change” (Malachi 3:6).  
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Please pray for my son. May God put him in the right direction.  
–Anonymous 

I pray for the well-being of  my family, friends, and the rest of  the world, 
to have a successful and productive year. –Dylan Loconsole 

Prayers for continued strength and healing for my brother, Gordon; 
Prayers for all medical personnel; Prayers for our country to heal and 
move forward as one united country; Prayers for all teachers, front line 
and essential workers. –Ann Christensen 

Sermon series prophecy filled and upcoming end times, overcomers, be ready!  
Prayers for in-depth studies, music leaders, children and youth. –J. Dowling 

For the returning to a regular schedule for our churches; Healing for Jim; Full salvation for all; God’s 
will in Georgia election for senators; Revival in our church, our country, state and nation; Smooth 
and quick delivery of  COVID vaccine; That our country and world will get past the COVID; 
God’s Will in the split of  our denomination. –Joy George 

Lord, I’m having one of  those days...the devil’s at his best...it seems that nothing’s going right...could 
this be a test? I’m overwhelmed, discouraged...with a rotten attitude...stressed beyond my wildest 

dreams...I’ve lost my fortitude. So I’m on my knees now Father...with a prayer I know You’ll hear… 
fill me with Your loving Spirit...make Your presence near. Bless me now and give me  strength  

...to start this day anew...and to keep my eyes upon You...in all I say and do. –Anonymous 

LORD, THOU knowest better than I know myself  that I am growing older and some day will be 
old. Keep me from the fatal habit of  thinking I must say something on every subject and on every          
occasion. Release me from the craving to try and straighten out everybody's affairs. With my vast 
store of  wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all, but THOU knowest, LORD, that I want a few 
friends at the end. Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful but not bossy. Keep my mind free from 
the recital of  endless details — give me wings to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. 
I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of  others’ pains, but help me to endure them with 
patience. Grant me humility, and keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a sour old person — 
one of  the crowning works of  the devil. Give me the ability to see good things in all people. Give me 
the grace to tell them so. –Anonymous 

“Then you will 

call on me and 

come and pray  

to me, and I will        

listen to you.” 

Jeremiah 29:12 

Prayers for the new year 
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Prayer for 2021 

Dear Jesus, a prayer for the saints of the most high God. Thank You that You       

ordained, set apart, and called Your faithful to accomplish the work of the LORD      

to advance the gospel to the ends of the earth. Thank You for the baptism of         

repentance. Christ, thank You for filling believers with the Holy Ghost to the         

uttermost. Thank You Blessed Lamb, that You  sacrificed Yourself on the cross for 

the sake of all mankind and the entire world. Followers are friends with Jesus and can 

join You in communion with the Body of Christ. The redeemed are joined in the 

Blood of the Covenant of Christ. You have given children of God the power to  

overcome anything/all things through the Blood  of the Lamb and the word of their 

testimony. High moral principles and ideas follow disciples. Nobility follows the 

righteous. Kindness surrounds those filled with the Spirit of God along with good-

ness and compassion. Ministering angels come when called to help and assist others 

in need. Praise the LORD that people seek Your face, Jesus, they focus upon Your 

voice, and comprehend the words of God. Praise God that a particular people loves 

and desires the Word of the LORD. The Word lights her/his path. The Word guides 

her/his way. The LORD delights in those who are saved, as those who are saved  

delight in Him. Oh, how those who live godly love His word. The sanctified devour 

the Word of God. Preachers speak the oracles of God. The like minded in Christ can defeat the devil and deliver 

people from bondage. Those who confess Christ as LORD can set the captive free with the help of God. With the 

help of the Holy Ghost, overcomers can remove  people from corruption, and destroy the works of the enemy. 

Those who wait upon the LORD can remove people from destruction. Those who trust in the LORD can take 

back the trophies that were in the showcases and storerooms of Satan. Those who meditate on God’s word can 

remove  Satan's access and entry point into their own lives and the lives of those around them. Those who have 

been forgiven by Jesus can restore the testimony of Christ. Those who are virtuous can decree light to shine on all 

of their ways. Those who have submitted themselves to God can grant God access to cleanse themselves from all  

unrighteousness and can help others in this generation to access that same freedom. A prayer for those who do  

not yet know the LORD. Oh, that they would have encounters with those who intimately know Jesus and          

consequently will be introduced to the LORD and will accept Jesus as their personal LORD and Savior.  

In Jesus Name, Lovingly, FHS Valerie  

“And the Lord       

restored the          

fortunes of Job, 

when he had 

prayed for his 

friends. And the 

Lord gave Job 

twice as much as 

he had before.“ 

-Job 42:10 

Six steps for Christians to keep resolutions 

Step One: Understand That You Can’t. But God Can. 
We tend to base our ability to successfully make changes on our willpower. That doesn’t represent the Christian 
life. The Christian life is, “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 
2:20). However, dead people don’t have a lot of power. Making positive changes in our lives honors God. Seeking 
to make those changes in our own power dishonors God. He tells us, “Not by might  nor by power, but by my 
Spirit,” (Zechariah 4:6). Your strategy for keeping your resolution needs to be total dependence on God, accessing 
His power through prayer.               (Cont’d on page 5) 
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Step Two: Give Your Life to God’s Will. 
The most important question about our New Year’s Resolutions is why. 
Sometimes we pray, asking God to help us make a change we want to 
make. We don’t understand why our prayers go unanswered. God tells 
us, “When you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong. 
You only want what pleases you” (James 4:3).A Christian is someone 
who has decided to live in a way that, “whether you eat or drink, or  
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  
Whether we resolve to eat more vegetables, drink more water, or        
whatever it is, we seek it for God’s glory. 

Step Three: Take Responsibility for Your Past. 
Working with lots of people who want to make lots of changes, I find a recurring theme: What’s keeping them 
from the way they want to live in the future is the way they’ve lived in the past. In my life, for years I tried to have 
less anger and more patience. I could never do it until I genuinely dealt with what was causing it. Whatever it is 
you’re doing that you don’t want  to do, or not doing that you want to do, why? Why do you overeat or exercise 
too little, smoke, or yell at your kids or have bitterness towards your parent? To change, you need to ask God to 
help you own and release your past. 

Step Four: Forgive and Ask to Be Forgiven. 
When we start thinking about the past, we often discover an issue of unforgiveness. It could be guilt about our   
actions or  cynicism about someone else’s sin that’s keeping us stuck. We don’t realize how guilt and resentment 
can stain our lives and infect everything. May I encourage you? If you have guilt over your transgressions or       
bitterness about sin committed against you, make forgiveness your top priority. Receiving forgiveness, or giving 
forgiveness will help you in every other area of your life. 

Step Five: Connected to God and Others. 
I think it’s wise to include God and a few close friends in deciding what New Year’s Resolutions you need to   
make. It’s also necessary to involve God and a few close friends with keeping those resolutions. Your strategy         
for faithfully living out the new you is connection. How will you stay connected to God on a daily basis? What’s           
your plan for accessing his power? Who are the friends you’ll ask to pray for you and hold you accountable? 

Step Six: Help Others Connect to God. 
There’s a saying in the recovery movement, “There is no healing without helping.” There can be something          
selfish about seeking to get unstuck when our focus is just on us. When we focus on others, it can have a         
surprisingly positive impact on us. So, what if, instead of seeking to keep your New Year’s Resolution, you decide 
to help others keep theirs? As you think about your goals for 2021, consider living out the highest priority God 
has given you.  Jesus’ final marching orders for His followers was, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the            
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:20). 

Your mission is helping others get connected to God. If you’re not actively engaged in your mission, consider           
that as one of your top New Year’s Resolutions. 

https://cityonahillstudio.com/6-steps-for-christians-to-keep-their-new-years-resolutions/ 
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What if, instead of  

seeking to keep your  

New Year’s Resolution, 

you decide to help    

others keep theirs? 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2  

3 4 5  Epiphany   6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

Pg. 6 

Live Services 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Adult 
Sunday School 
(Fell. Hall) 
12:00 p.m.: Coffee 
Hour (online) 

10 am-12 pm: 
Ladies’ Bible 
Study (Parlor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin Bldg) 
11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

  

 

8:30 a.m.: 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
(Faith’s FLC) 

 

6:30 p.m.:            
Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal  

 january 2020 
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Live Services 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Adult 
Sunday School 
(Fell. Hall) 
12:00 p.m.: Coffee 
Hour (online) 

Live Services 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Adult 
Sunday School 
(Fell. Hall) 
12:00 p.m.: Coffee 
Hour (online) 

Live Services 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Adult  
Sunday School 
(Fell. Hall) 
12:00 p.m.: 
Coffee Hour 
(online) 
 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,  

the new creation has come: The old has  

gone, the new is here!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

10 am-12 pm: 
Ladies’ Bible 
Study (Parlor) 

10 am-12 pm: 
Ladies’ Bible 
Study (Parlor) 

10 am-12 pm: 
Ladies’ Bible 
Study (Parlor) 

6:30 p.m.:            
Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal  
(Fell. Hall) 

Office closed 

31 
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561-732-8151 

The General Commission on United Methodist Men (UMMen) involves 

men in a growing relationship to Jesus Christ and his church and provides 

resources and support for programs of evangelism, stewardship and the 

needs of men. Here at FUMCBB, we have a Men’s Ministry that meets 

monthly and is open to men of all ages. While there is not a specific Bible 

study, there is a brief message and devotional shared by Pastor Wayne at 

each of the meetings, which happen on every second Saturday of the 

month at 8:30 a.m. in Faith’s FLC café, where breakfast is served. In   

addition to the monthly meetings, the FUMC Men’s Group hosts an   

annual Golf Tournament every spring and a Men’s Retreat to the Rain-

bow River each autumn. So please consider joining the next Men’s     

Ministry Breakfast on Saturday, January 9, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the café.  

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Emerton at either  

561-797-5854 or via email at ChuckEmerton@gmail.com. 
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Michael W. Bowden 
Timothy W. Hensley 

L. Don Combs 
1622 NE 4th St, Boynton 

Beach, FL 33435  

Traditional Funeral Services 
Out of State Transfer 
Cremations with Dignity 
Pre-Need Funerals 

NORTHWEST CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE 

Over 50 Years in Business 
 

 

 
Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning  

EASY PAY TIRE STORE 
619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

561-732-2696 

N S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDE 
“Family Owned & Operated since 1959” 
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Your Ad Here 

 

Your Ad Here 

Calling all men! 

http://www.gcumm.org/
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The story of the Magi is our story. God has used His supernatural means to 
draw us unto himself. …On one glorious day, when we were exhausted and 
wearied in our sin, God led us to gaze upon Jesus just as the Magi did. We 
see the glory of God manifested through Jesus Christ in the internal work      
of the Holy Spirit. We see our utter sinfulness and God’s abounding grace      
offered in the Messiah. We are filled with joy as this grace sinks into           
our hearts. 

We fall down on our knees and confess our need of this Messiah.              
We worship him and offer up our lives as our greatest offering to him.           
Then we continue on in our lives, carrying the truth about the Messiah.  

—Travis Cunningham, tvcresources.net  

The magi’s story — and ours 
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:  
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 

ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the 
church office of your travel dates. 

 

First United Methodist Church 

101 North Seacrest Boulevard 

Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

Phone: 561-732-3435 

www.fumcbb.com 


