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O Come, Let Us Adore Him
Dear FUMC friends,
What a great blessing it is to serve the Lord together here in Boynton Beach! It is hard to believe that we are at the end of
another year (2020 is almost over). You are invited to enter in to this special Advent Season with a heart filled with anticipation
and worship. May the words of the great Christmas Hymn “O Come, Let Us Adore Him” give each one of us a sense of
wonder as we look to Christ during our Christmas celebration. Although the words are from the 1700’s they ring true with
spiritual meaning now.
1 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
2 For he alone is worthy, For he alone is worthy, For he alone is worthy, Christ the Lord.
3 Let's praise his name together, Let's praise his name together, Let's praise his name together, Christ the Lord.
4 We'll give him all the glory, We'll give him all the glory, We'll give him all the glory, Christ the Lord.
(Text: Attr. John F. Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880); vss. 2-4 anonymous
Tune: John F. Wade's Cantus Diversi, 1751).
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Let’s Go Caroling

You are invited to join us for our weekly online worship service or one of our Sunday morning
services (9 a.m. @ Faith UMC & 11 a.m. @ First UMC). You are encouraged to gather with us
(with proper social distancing and face masks in place). Our Handbell Choir has a special service
planned for 11 a.m. on December 20 @ First UMC. This year we have two Christmas Eve
services: 5 p.m. @ First UMC & 7 p.m. @ Faith UMC – we look forward to celebrating with you.
Also, consider coming out for our mid-week Drive Through Prayer @ Faith UMC. Thanks so
much for continuing to generously give your tithes and offerings to support the ministry of
FUMC! Your wholehearted support helps us to continue to live out our mission of “Loving
Christ, Loving our Community & Living with Compassion” and our vision of “Making

Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”.
We look forward to seeing you this month of December!
May the Lord keep you all safe and healthy!
Love & Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace
Pastor Parker & Ann
Pastor Wayne & Valerie
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‘Tis the Season
to Celebrate!
•

•

•

•

Christmas
Caroling
Dec. 12
1:30 p.m.
at Boulevard
Rehab
Hand Bell
Choir Concert
Dec. 20
11 a.m.
at First UMC
Candlelight
Services:
Dec. 24
5 p.m. at First
7 p.m. at Faith
New Year’s
Eve Gathering
Dec. 31
6-9 p.m.
at Faith’s
Firepit

As we all know this December will be quite
different from the ones in the past.
However, it does not mean it will not
be as important. I believe it is all in the
perspective we choose to take during this
time. Do not get me wrong because I do
miss seeing the choir and congregation
members each week but I can still reflect,
wait and anticipate the Baby Jesus in the
same way. Luckily, we are able to worship
together each week by way of online broadcast thanks to the
dedicated individuals who work diligently each week to put together the recorded
service. A special thanks to Ralph and Sally Hayden for their dedication in helping
produce the best possible service each week. You would think it would be simple
and easy to put together a forty-five minute online service but it takes many hours
and contributions from numerous individuals. Bravo to all those who make the
online service possible for even though we can’t meet together in person, we can
still meet online.

Notes From

Tom

The handbell choir will present a Christmas concert during the morning worship
service on Sunday, December 20. The concert will be recorded and uploaded to
Facebook and YouTube for those who can not attend. We are excited to have this
opportunity to help all of us celebrate musically for the holidays.
Christmas Eve will also be a recorded event and posted later as we welcome the
Stradivarius Chamber Ensemble to assist in the service. Due to covid-19 there will
be limited singing so we look
forward to the Chamber
Ensemble for helping us
make our Christmas Eve
service special.
I encourage each of you to do
your best to stay healthy,
relish life each day, count all
the many blessing we take for
granted, and most of all, wear
a mask!
Blessings, Tom
(First UMC’s Director of Worship)
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Birth of Jesus (Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2)
An Angel Visits Mary One day about 2,000 years ago an angel named Gabriel appeared
to a young Jewish woman named Mary. Gabriel told Mary she would have a son, Jesus,
who would be the Son of God! Mary was confused and worried about this sudden news,
but she had faith in God and said, "I am the Lord's servant; let it be as you say."
Journey to Bethlehem Mary and her husband-to-be, Joseph, lived in a town called
Nazareth. But they had to travel to the city of Bethlehem to register for a census ordered
by the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus. Both Nazareth and Bethlehem are in the country
now called Israel. It is about 65 miles (105 km) from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and the trip
probably took them several days. When Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem, there was
no place for them to stay because the inn was already full. They ended up spending the
night in a stable, a place where animals were kept. There was probably fresh hay on the
floor that they used for beds. That night, Jesus was born. There was no crib, so they laid
baby Jesus in a manger, a feeding trough for animals. The manger probably had fresh hay
in it and made a nice bed for the baby.

“And she shall
bring forth a son,
and thou shalt
call his name
Jesus: for he shall
save his people
from their sins .”
-Matthew 1:21

Shepherds Visit Jesus That night, some shepherds were in the fields near Bethlehem,
keeping watch over their flocks of sheep. An angel appeared to them and gave them the
good news that a Savior, the Messiah, had been born. The angel told the shepherds they
could find Jesus lying in a manger. Suddenly a whole group of angels appeared saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men!" The shepherds hurried into Bethlehem and found Jesus in the manger, just as the angel
had told them. After they had seen Jesus, they spread the news, and everyone who heard was in awe

Wise Men Visit Jesus Some time later, wise men, or magi, from eastern countries saw a star in the sky that signaled the
birth of a new king. They came to Judea, the region around Jerusalem and Bethlehem, to worship Jesus, the new king. A man
named Herod was the king of Judea. He called the wise men to a meeting and told them to find the new king so he could go
and worship him, too. The wise men continued on to Bethlehem and followed the star until it was directly above the house
where Jesus was. They found Mary and Jesus in the house and knelt down to worship Him. They brought Jesus gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh, some of the finest things in the ancient world. Frankincense was burned to make a sweet smell, and
myrrh was an expensive perfume. After visiting Jesus, the wise men had a dream that warned them not to go back to King
Herod, so they took a different route home.
Journey to Egypt King Herod lied when he told the wise men he wanted to worship Jesus. He was afraid this new "king"
would replace him as king of Judea. He did not understand that Jesus would grow up to be king of God's spiritual kingdom,
not king of Judea. What Herod really wanted was to find Jesus and kill Him! Herod was furious when he realized the wise
men had not come back to tell him where to find Jesus. He sent his soldiers to Bethlehem to kill all the children under two
years old, thinking Jesus would certainly be one of the ones killed. But God had told Joseph in a dream to flee to Egypt.
Joseph took Mary and Jesus to live in Egypt where they would be safe from Herod. Joseph, Mary and Jesus stayed in Egypt
until Herod died, and then they returned to Nazareth.
Question Was Jesus born on Christmas day? We celebrate Jesus' birth on Christmas, but no one really knows what day
Jesus was born, or even exactly what year. In 336 A.D., the Western Church, based in Rome, chose December 25 to celebrate
as Christmas, meaning "Christ's Mass." The Eastern Church chose January 6. The day was named Epiphany, meaning
"appearance." Eventually the period from December 25 to January 6 became known as the Twelve Days of Christmas.
Lessons The stories of Jesus' birth link to both the past and the future. The circumstances of Jesus' birth show He fulfilled
the Old Testament prophecies of a Messiah (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23). He was born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2, Matthew 2:56). He was called out of Egypt (Hosea 11:1, Matthew 2:15).
Taken from https://www.christianbiblereference.org/story_BirthOfJesus.htm
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Hand Bell Choir
Most, if not all, who attend First UMC will agree that the Music Ministry comprises
an integral part of the church with one very important aspect of it being the Hand
Bell Choir, overseen by Tom Bates, the Music Director, with assistance from Cindy
Speer.
Rehearsals are held Mondays beginning at 6:30 p.m. and last anywhere from 45-60
minutes. Typically rehearsals are held in the Bell Room, but due to COVID, they
are now being held in the more spacious Fellowship Hall which can accommodate
social distancing protocols.
Everybody is welcome to join the choir and while reading music is helpful, it is not
required. Also, we understand that “life” happens and that a person might need to
miss occasionally but ask that our members do make an effort to attend each
rehearsal since they always run more smoothly when everyone is there as each
part is important.
The Hand Bell choir performs occasionally during the service with a special
concert at Christmas time. This year, our Christmas concert will be performed on
December 20 during the service at 11:00 a.m. It will definitely be an uplifting and
special addition to the Christmas season.

“Oh come, let us
sing to the Lord;
let us make a
joyful noise to
the rock of our
salvation! “
-Psalm 95:1

If you have any questions about any aspect of the Music Ministry, please contact
Tom Bates at 678-386-9102 or tombates14@gmail.com, or you can call the church office at 561-738-1902.

Giving thanks from the church office
Most people look at 2020 and think this has been a crazy year. The coronavirus has ruined many birthday parties,
anniversaries, weddings, vacations and funerals. Finances are in ruins, savings are gone and the election is a story
unto itself.
But there are still plenty of Blessings that happened in 2020. We as a church are still standing. Our faith has helped
us to push through the turmoil. First and Faith are coming together as a joint church venture. Our Bible Studies
are happening, our prayer groups are praying. The Faith preschool has opened, even though it is not at full
capacity as in the past, it is open and the kids are loving being in school. Public schools are open and students
are learning despite the challenges. We have not had to layoff any staff members. We have come together virtually
when we could not be together in person. We have learned to communicate digitally, utilizing recorded Sunday
services, weekly email updates, monthly digital newsletters and Zoom get-togethers.
And we have finally started meeting again in person. Our food ministry is cooking and serving meals to those less
fortunate. Our preschool and our scouts have filled our food pantry with canned goods allowing us to serve those
in need.
We want to thank each and everyone of you that has participated in helping us to stand firm in our faith. For it is
through you, our members and friends, that we as a church and community are able to continue to spread the
Gospel and know that Jesus has a plan and is working for our good.
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What is advent?
The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word
adventus meaning "coming" or "visit," begins four Sundays
before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. Advent is
the period of preparation for the celebration of the birth
of Jesus Christ at Christmas and also of preparation for
the Second Coming of Christ. In Western churches,
Advent begins on the Sunday nearest to November 30.

“In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men. And the light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness
did not comprehend it.”

-John 1:4-5
We remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our
own longing for and need of forgiveness, salvation and a
new beginning. Even as we look back and celebrate the
birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward to anticipating the second coming of Christ as the
fulfillment of all that was promised by His first coming.
Advent begins with the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day. In 2020, Christmas Eve falls on a Thursday and Christmas on
Friday. Thus, in 2020 Advent begins Sunday, November 29, and ends at sundown on Thursday, Dec. 24, almost a full four
weeks.
The four Sundays preceding Christmas are recognized for four virtues. The candles on the Advent wreath symbolize these
virtues and represent the four weeks of Advent. One candle is lit each Sunday. Three of the candles are purple because the
color violet is a liturgical color that signifies a time of prayer, penance and sacrifice. The fourth is pink because rose is a
liturgical color for joy.
The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope. It is sometimes called the “Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the
prophets, especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the expectation felt in anticipation of the coming
Messiah.
The second candle, also purple, represents faith. It is called the “Bethlehem Candle” as a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s
journey to Bethlehem.
The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is called the “Shepard’s Candle,” and is pink because rose is a liturgical color
for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the world experienced at the
birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent.
On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle to mark the final week of prayer and penance as we wait for
the birth of our Savior. This final candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizes peace. It reminds us of the message of the angels:
“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”
The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and is lit on Christmas Eve. This candle is called the “Christ Candle”
and represents the life of Christ. The color white is for purity—because Christ is our sinless, pure Savior.

The United Methodist Book of Worship upholds the traditional color of purple for Advent, signifying penitence and royalty, but
also allows blue, the color of hope."
So what are we to say, then, about the meaning of the Advent wreath today? We can still draw meaning from its original home
use: to mark time while increasing light. Advent, the first season of the Christian year, is all about time. We await the day
described in Revelation 21:23 when, “The city doesn’t need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God’s glory is its
light, and its lamp is the Lamb.”
In both Christian tradition and on the church calendar, the Christmas season lasts from sundown on Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve)
through Epiphany of the Lord (Jan. 6). This is sometimes referred to as "the twelve days of Christmas."
At Christmas we celebrate that in Christ, “The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world” (John 1:9).
— From Resourceumc.org; Adapted from "What is Advent?" and "Understanding Advent" by Dean McIntyre, retired director of music resources, Discipleship Ministries
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DECember 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

Live Services
6
9:00 a.m.:
(Faith’s FLC)
11:00 a.m.:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(Fell. Hall)
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
Hour (online)

7

10 am-12 pm:
Ladies’ Bible
Study (Parlor)

Live Services
27
9:00 a.m.:
(Faith’s FLC)
11:00 a.m.:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(Fell. Hall)
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
Hour (online)
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28

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

9

10

11

15

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

16

17

18

19

22

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

23

24

25

26

8

6:30 p.m.:
Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
(Fell. Hall)

Live Services 13
14
9:00 a.m.:
10 am-12 pm:
(Faith’s FLC)
Ladies’ Bible
11:00 a.m.:
Study (Parlor)
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
6:30 p.m.:
Sunday School
Handbell Choir
(Fell. Hall)
Rehearsal
12:00 p.m.: Coffee
(Fell. Hall)
Hour (online)
Live Services
20 10 am-12 pm: 21
9:00 a.m.:
Ladies’ Bible
(Faith’s FLC)
Study (Parlor)
11:00 a.m.- Hand
Bell Concert:
(1st’s Sanctuary)
10 a.m.: Adult
Sunday School
(Fell. Hall)
12 p.m.: Coffee Hr.

THURSDAY

29

10:30 a.m.: Living
Prayer Group
(Faith’s Admin Bldg)
11:00 a.m.:
Wed. Bible Study
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m.
Drive Thru Prayer
(Faith Campus)

5

8:30 a.m.:
Men’s
Breakfast
(Faith’s FLC)

12

1:30 p.m.:
Caroling at
Boulevard
Rehab

Christmas
Eve Services:
5 p.m. at First
7 p.m. at Faith
Office Closed

30

31

6-9 p.m. at
Faith’s Firepit
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CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE

S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDEN

“Family Owned & Operated since 1959”
Traditional Funeral Services
Out of State Transfer
Cremations with Dignity
Pre-Need Funerals

561-732-8151

Michael W. Bowden
Timothy W. Hensley
L. Don Combs
1622 NE 4th St, Boynton
Beach, FL 33435

Over 50 Years in Business

Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning

EASY PAY TIRE STORE

619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-732-2696

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Here

Sat., Dec. 12
at 1:30 p.m.
Boulevard
Rehab
2839 S. Seacrest Blvd.

This will be
held outside
with social
distancing.
Masks must
be worn.
FUMC of Boynton Beach
First UMC 561-732-3435 | Faith UMC 561-738-1902
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the
church office of your travel dates.

First United Methodist Church
101 North Seacrest Boulevard
Boynton Beach, FL 33435
Phone: 561-732-3435
www.fumcbb.com

Fear not!
On that first Christmas night, the angel said to the shepherds: “Do not be
afraid” (Luke 2:10). What is there to fear from a baby? A baby is powerless, with no
guile, no anger and no judgment, only needing from us without fearing we will not
provide: simply trusting, and content to be resting in our arms. This is how God
came. This is Christmas. This one child, and for a time, perhaps too brief, our fears
are taken over by our love for this child, and he is able to change our hearts. …
In Jesus, we are free to live life as fully and as joyfully as we will allow ourselves. For
it is only we who hold ourselves back. God does not. For God has forgiven us in
this baby and will not restrain us from living with sheer abandon, trusting in this
gentle and gracious God, who keeps telling us: “Do not be afraid.”
—Gary Westgard, At Break of Day
FUMC of Boynton Beach
First UMC 561-732-3435 | Faith UMC 561-738-1902

