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Dear FUMC friends, 
We hope that you are all safe and healthy in the midst of this crazy time that we are experiencing.  As we face the 
Coronavirus pandemic may we all continue to practice social distancing and safety measures.  Wearing facemasks 
and washing our hands on a regular basis is an important part of being extra careful. 

Let us all take time to pray for our school administrators, teachers, staff members, and students as we face so many 
unknowns related to our upcoming school year.  It feels as though we are in a holding pattern like an airplane   
circling the runway patiently waiting to land.  As we wait let us all remember to “hope in the Lord” so that our 
strength can be renewed (Isaiah 40:28-31): 

28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow 
tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 30 

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the 
LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow  
weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

We are so thankful to have our online worship service along with other virtual          
discussion groups and Bible studies.  The Sunday morning service watch parties are 
going well – 9 a.m. @ Faith UMC & 11 a.m. @ First UMC.  Each one of you are         
invited to gather with us (with proper social distancing & face masks in place).  We 
will continue to post a weekly online worship service for all to enjoy and experience.  
In addition to this we also have mid-week Drive Through Prayer….come join us!  
Thanks so much for continuing to faithfully give your tithes and offerings to support 
the ministry of FUMC!  Your wholehearted support helps us to continue to live out 
our mission of “Loving Christ, Loving our Community & Living with           
Compassion” and our vision of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the           
transformation of the world.” 

We look forward to seeing you very soon!  May the Lord keep you all safe and healthy! 

Love & Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace 
Pastor Parker & Ann 
Pastor Wayne & Valerie 
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HYMN STORY:  
“HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW” 

Marriages tend to work especially well 
when husband and wife have shared     
interests—and even more so if their 
shared interests have a creative bent. That 
was the case for Walter Stillman Martin 
(1862-1935) and his wife, Civilla (1866-
1948).  They had been drawn to each   
other, in large measure, because of their 
shared interest in music and their shared 
faith. 

That turned out to be a blessing for the church, because the Martins wrote a      
number of hymns, some of which became quite well known. “His Eye Is on        
the  Sparrow” is one of those.  “God Will Take Care of You” is another. Civilla 
wrote the words and Walter set her words to music. 

Jesus’ words provide the background for this hymn. He said: 

“Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny? 

Not one of them falls on the ground apart from your Father’s will, 

but the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

Therefore don’t be afraid. 

You are of more value than many sparrows.” 

(Matthew 10:29-31) 

But the immediate inspiration came from a woman with a chronic illness. Civilla 
visited her and was struck by the difficulties that were such a regular part of the 
woman’s life.  Civilla asked her if she ever got discouraged. The woman          
responded with a question of her own, “How could I be discouraged?” She said 
that she knew that God loves every sparrow and felt certain that God loved 
her—and would take care of her. 

Inspired by the woman’s faith, Civilla went home and wrote this song. 

Before researching this song, I had always assumed that it was an African-
American spiritual—and was surprised to learn otherwise. I made that            
assumption because Ethel Waters, an African-American woman, sang this song 
in a number of Billy  Graham’s crusades. Her spirited rendition touched people’s 
hearts and I grew up listening to her sing it. This song has also become a staple 
of African-American worship. 

Tom (First UMC’s Worship Director) 

 
Does God indeed 

need to rest?       

Of course not!  

But did God 

choose to rest?                 

Yes.                    

Why?                       

Because God           

subjected             

creation to a 

rhythm of  rest 

and work that            

He revealed by  

observing the 

rhythm Himself,  

as a precedent         

for everyone else.  

In this way,          

He showed           

us a key to            

order in our               

private worlds. 
 

—Gordon  

McDonald  
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 Tom 
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Kay Billington currently leads this Bible study open to women of all ages. 

Originally, she attended as a member of the group, which at the time was led 

by someone who was relocating to Georgia. Asked if she would take over the 

leadership of the group, she said yes. At first, being a snow-bird, Kay arranged 

studies for the group “in season,” but now that she’s a full-time resident, the 

group is now able to meet year round.  

The Bible studies range from six to twelve weeks in length, with a small break 

in between each one, and the meeting time is always on Mondays from 9-11 

a.m. in the Agape Room at First UMC. A  typical study consists of watching a 

video and  using a workbook to delve into the study topic or biblical person 

who is the focus, such as Esther or Gideon. Sometimes there is homework, 

but that’s  always optional. The most recent study was a fun, precept class by 

Kay Arthur using colored markers, supplied by Kay, as are all other course 

materials. All that’s required of members is to bring  a Bible. 

All women are invited to attend, and if your schedule causes you to miss a 

meeting  or two, don’t worry. You can arrange with Kay to borrow the video 

to watch on  your own time and get caught up. Keep in mind though that 

there’s more to the study than just 

learning about the Bible...there is 

an amazing comradery that        

develops with each meeting. Meetings consist of praying     

together and while currently no refreshments are being served, 

it is a typical component of each meeting. Normally a coffee 

pot would be set out and attendees will sometimes bring food 

to share, but that practice has been halted until further notice. 

Another tradition of the group is to go out to a restaurant on 

the last day of the study session, but that also has been           

postponed until further notice. But even with COVID-19,  

the Ladies’ Morning Bible Study is a great, compassionate 

group that cares deeply for one another and looks forward to 

resuming with their next session, which will be in September 

or October.  

If you would like to participate in the next study or have any 

questions, you can call Kay at 440-796-7587 or email her at    

klbmed60@msn.com. You can also keep an eye out for it to   

be advertised on the church website or in the newsletter.  

Ladies’ Monday Morning Bible Study “For I know   

what I have 

planned for you,’ 

says the Lord.       

‘I have plans to 

prosper you,           

not to harm you.  

I have plans               

to give you a          

future filled             

with hope. “ 

-Jeremiah 29:11 
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Another thriving ministry in the life of the church is the Masiker’s “Connect Group” that meets in their home, 
on the second and fourth Saturday evening of each month. The Bible says according to Acts 2:46 that it is good 
to gather house to house to eat and praise 
God.  It is a safe place to share in life, living, 
laughter, and struggles. There are folks who have 
been attending since the inception, June 14, 
2014, while some others have come and gone.  

The group has studied the entire New Testament 
line by line, precept by precept. They have   
studied other topics such as healing. Presently, 
the study is on Francis Chan’s study “Crazy 
Love.” The group always uses the Bible as their 
text. They always sing one song to worship the 
LORD. They always pray. They always have 
some form of chicken and other delicacies. It is 
a blessed time. As of late, the connect group has 
gone online. We meet on zoom to honor CDC 
guidelines for health and safety.  

Contact Pastor Wayne at 561-364-5840 to      
receive the link to join the online meeting, and/
or if you have any questions or would just like to 
learn more about this group. 

Connect Group 

“For where 

two or three 

are gathered  

in my name, 

there am I 

among them.” 

-Matthew 

18:20  

Faith UMC has partnered with an organization called “Choice to Change” whose 

founder is Lynn Trimble.  The mission of the organization is to offer training to high 

at-risk youth who have experienced consequences due to poor choices.  The youth 

are given a chance to change. We are reminded of the scripture: Luke 14:23b “Go 

out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may 

be filled.”  Did you know that this was for a meal?  The first Saturday of any given 

month, Pastor Wayne Masiker and Lynn Trimble prepare a “Meal and a Message” 

for this population. The congregation from First United Methodist Church and Faith 

United Methodist Church are invited to come and share in this program.  You would 

come for the meal and show the love of God to individuals who attend.  We have 

story after story of meeting youth who just need some to listen.  We connect on   

levels that others could not do. The LORD is Glorified when we engage this next 

generation.  It is a time to see God on the move.  

Contact Pastor Wayne at 561-364-5840 if you have any questions or would just like 
to learn more about this group. 

Meal and a message 
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“And he told them a  

parable to the effect that  

they ought always to pray  

and not lose heart.” 

-Luke 18:1 
For United Methodists, prayer is a “means of grace” through which we experience the presence and grace of God.   
In prayer, we make ourselves available to God, opening ourselves to the power of God’s love that heals and forms us 
into the image of Christ. 

Christians understand prayer as spiritual communication with God, similar to our human communication with one 
another, involving both speaking and listening. In prayer, we talk to God and God talks to us. In prayer, we have an 
active role in the process of spiritual communication. 

The Rev. Carmen Gaud, retired editor of El Aposento Alto (the Upper 
Room), says, “Prayer is communion with the Creator of the Universe, a 
conversation in which we receive as much as we communicate. In real 
prayer, we are not only expressing what is in us, but we are being        
transformed by the One to whom we speak.” 

Meditation can be a specific practice that leads us into prayer or it can be  
a separate spiritual experience. The Latin verb meditārī (to meditate) means 
to reflect on or contemplate. 

The Rev. Tom Albin with Upper Room Ministries notes, in meditation we 
are not “active,” rather “receptive” and “passive.” We slow down and       
listen in order to be present with God. When we meditate, we try to quiet 
our heart  and mind in order to perceive — to contemplate — to meditate 
on a word, phrase or object. Within the Christian tradition, we meditate on 
God, or Jesus (the living Word of God) or on Scripture (the written word 
of God).  

Prayer and meditation practices such as centering prayer, lectio 
divina and walking prayer help us become aware of God’s presence and 
experience deeper communion with God.  

Article taken from: https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-
the-difference-between-prayer-and-meditation  

What is the difference between prayer and meditation? 
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https://www.upperroom.org/resources/why-pray
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/on-prayer
https://www.umc.org/en/ways-we-grow/tools-for-your-spiritual-journey/prayer
https://www.umc.org/en/content/spiritual-moments-on-the-go
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/category/lectio-divina
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/category/lectio-divina
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/walking-prayer
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Watch Parties 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Adult 
Sunday School 
(1st’s Parlor) 
12:00 p.m.: Coffee 
Hour (online) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin 
Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 

6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin 
Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 
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561-732-8151 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of patience — or worse. Medically vulnerable people face an   
anxious time of hypervigilance. Furloughed workers wait on hold or in lines for assistance. Special events have been      
canceled or rescheduled. 

Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and inconveniences. Many 
people are learning the benefit of slowing down, being present (even virtually) to others 
and practicing patient attention. 

Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when the plague forced          
Cambridge University to close. At home, the inquisitive student invented calculus and            
developed groundbreaking theories of gravity and optics. Later Newton called 1666 his 
annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly said, “If I have made any valuable      
discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention than to any other talent.” 

What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What appreciations have you        
developed for aspects of life you may have previously taken for granted? What has social 
distancing taught you about the value of neighbors, church, community volunteering? 

During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence and God’s presence? What 
empathy do you now feel for writers of words such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole 
being waits, and in his word I put my hope” (Psalm 130:5, NIV)?  

Patient attention, valuable discoveries  
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L. Don Combs 
1622 NE 4th St, Boynton 

Beach, FL 33435  

Traditional Funeral Services 
Out of State Transfer 
Cremations with Dignity 
Pre-Need Funerals 

NORTHWEST CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE 

Over 50 Years in Business 
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EASY PAY TIRE STORE 
619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

561-732-2696 
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God declines to sit atop an organizational flowchart. He is the organization. He is 
not interested in being president of the board. He is the board. And life doesn’t 
work until everyone else sitting around the table in the boardroom of your heart    
is fired. He is God, and there are no other applicants for that position. 

There are no partial gods, no honorary gods, no interim gods, no assistants to           
the regional gods. God is saying this not because he is insecure but because it’s         
the way of truth in this universe, which is his creation. Only one God owns and        
operates it. Only one God designed it, and only one God knows how it works. He         
is the only God who can help us, direct us, satisfy us, save us. 

―Kyle Idleman, Gods at War  

One and Only 
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 

ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the 

church office of your travel dates. 

 

First United Methodist Church 

101 North Seacrest Boulevard 

Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

Phone: 561-732-3435 

www.fumcbb.com 


